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Suhd< 
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The worst ^>art of havih<^ someohe tell you about 
their vacatioh is tryihg to ^>retehd yoorWAPPY 
■for them. Because ho ohe wahts to hear about all 
the fuh the^ DIDN'T have. 



The ohly Vacatiohs X waht to hear about are the 
ohes where thirds wehHWRONG. That w oy, X 
doh t -feel bad for missihg out. 















































VJell, ny •frtrm1yjos+^o+ Wk -from VACA-tioh, 
Ahd believe me, i-f X cooldVe s+Ayed home, X 
WOULDVE. Btrt X didn 't hAVe a choice. 


A -few weeks <xop, -this VACA+ioh WASh-t eVeh 

su^osed +o HAPPEN. VJe were jos+ h^vih^ 
a hormAl Pecember, Ahd X was reAlly lookihg 
■forwArd +o Chris+mAS. 


Bu+ Hon Ahd PAd were ^e+tih^ aII s+ressed out 
Abort eVerythih^ we |v*d "to do -to ^e-t reAdy for 
-the holidAys. Vie wereWAY behihd oh decorA-tihg 
-the house, Ahd ho+hihg was cjoihg -the wa y i+ was 
so^osed "to. 
















X n sure we could Ve got+eh our act -together ih time 
for ChristmAS. But ohe hight Ah Ad cAne oiRV 
th»t TOTALLY turhed our holidAys upside dowh. 



Escape to luxury. ^ ' v% 



Escape to 
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The connerciAl was for this ^Lce cAlled XsL de 
CorAles, which is where Hon Ahd PAd weht for 
-their hoheynooh. A^d "ihe reASoh X khow that is 
tecAuse every tine Ah Ad for th«t ^Lce cones oh 
TV, -the two of th en get aII kissy-faced. 


* e^OOC* fc 
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Xt makes me uheomfortable thihkih^ about Mom 
ahd Pad be-fore they had us kids. A^d X wouldh t 
HAVE to i-f Mom didhtbreak out their hoheymooh 
album every year oh their ahhiversary. 



Xhe hight a-fter that ad came oh, Mom ahd Pad 
made ah ahhouhcemeht. Xhey said thatTHlS 
year, we were cjohhaSKlP Christmas ahd all op 
to Xsla de Corales ihstead. 


VJheh X asked how we were cyjhha <^et our <yfts 
to the resort, Mom said the tri^/ASour <yft. 





































X thought that soohded like aTERRlBUE idea, 
ahd X was surprised Pad was oh board with it. \\t 
usually doesh t like +0 s^ehd a lot of nohey, ahd X 
was sure -this resort was ^ohha cost FORTUNE. 
But he said he was sick of the cold weather, ahd he 
wahted to escape to someplace warn. 


Persohally, X doh t have a ^roblen with cold 
weather. Xh fact, ^eherally s^eakihg, the worse 
it is outside, the hazier X an. 
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X -figured Mahhy ahd Rodrick would Kel-p me talk 
some sehse ihto Horn ahd Pad, ahd we d ^>ut a 
sto^> +o this idea. But -those oyys werehtahy hel^> 
at ALL. 



So X had +o accent that we wereht cjohha have a 
hormal Christmas at home. But what AREALLY 
didn 't like was that we had tELY to this ^lace. 
Xd heVer beeh oh JPLANE Wore, ahd X 
washtcrazy about the idea of lockihg myself ih a 
metal tube. 
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hiobody ELSE seemed worried/ +hou^h.i ohd "two 

weeks lo-ter, oh o hi<jh+ wheh we shooldve beeh 
hohgihg u^ our s+ockihgs ohd srHihg oroohd "the 
■fire. wo+chihg Chris+mos s^eciols, we were ^>ockih 0 
our surixoses -for +his islohd ^e+owoy. 


Mohdo 


1 


Vie le-f + +he house oroohd S ’00 oh +he morhi'h^ of 
Chris+mos E-Ve. Pod wos ^>re-Hy u^>-Kgh+ becouse 
he woh+ed +o leoVe oh houEARLIER/ bu+ Mom 
soid he wos beihcj ridiculous ohd we d ^e+ +o +he 
oir^ori ih ^lehiy of -time. 


X+ wos ohly obout -tweh-ty decrees ou+side, bu+ 
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Xt "turned out Pad was right", we should Ve lef+ 
earlier. Af^arehtly, Christmas E-Ve is ohe of 
the busiest travel days of the year, so "the roads 
were CHOKED with families drivihg to see -their 
relatives. A^d hobody really seemed "to he ih the 
Christmas spirit, either. 



Vlhat made things a lot worse was wheh it started 
to SNOW. After that, things slowed to a crawl. 
Mom ahd Pad started arguihg over what time we 
should Ve left, ahd Pad almost missed the exit for 
the airport. He had to cut across three lahes of 
traffic, which didht look easy. 
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VJHeh we reached -the airport, the naih ^arkih^ 
lot was -foil. "Ihai meaht we had to ^>ark ih the 
ecohomy lot, which was pretty -far away. Pad said 
hed dro^> the rest of os off at the curb with all 
the luggage ahd theh cone meet os after he parked. 


Vlheh we cjot to the ^assehger dro^-off area, it 
was COMPLETE chaos. VJe tried to ohload oor 
ba<^s, bot the co^s wereh t lettihg aryohe sto^> 
for more thah thirty secohds. A^d that jost 
stressed eVeryohe oot ahd made thirds worse. 



















X had +o <^e+ tack ih -the vah so X could Kel-p P<*d 
wi+h +he res+ of +he tacjs. Ordiharily, -tha+ kihd of 
+hihc^ would Ve teeh Rodrick sjot, tu+ sihce he was 
dressed for eigMy-de^ree wea+her, he 30+ oo+ of i+. 


He was lucky KeDlD, +oo. VJheh we ^o+ +o +he 
^a+e for +he ecohomy lo+, Pad cooldh + reach +he 
-ticket from his wihdow. So he made me ^e+ oo+ of 
-the car +o ^rat i+. 


Uhfor+uha+ely., X didh+ho+ice +ha+ +here was a 
puddle oh my side of +he car oh+il i+ 
was +oo la+e. 




Af+er we parked, we rolled our tacjs +o -the 
heares+ shuttle s+o^>, which wash + a lo+ of f oh. 
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"The si^h said shi/++le bos +o "the maih -termihal 
came every +eh miho+es. Bo+ -there was ho room -for 
os ih -the bos shel+er, so we had +o wai+ oo+side ih 
-the -freezih^ cold. 



^fweh-ty miho+es weh+ by wi+hoo+ a bos, ahd Pad 
s+ar+ed ^e-t+ihg really ahxioos aboo+ -the -time. He 
said we were Jos+ cjohha have +WALK +o +he 
+ermihal, which was aboo+ a mile away. 


11 












































X wouldVe "Iried to cohVihce Pod to WAit a little 
loh^er, tut ry sock was stArtih^ to turh to Ice , 
Ahd X didhtWAhhA ^et -frosttite. 


Sure ehou^K; ohce we ^ot a tout a huhdred -feet 
■from the shelter, the shuttle tus gulled Ihto the 
^Arklh^ lot. Vie tried to ^et the driver to sto^>, 



So we RAN to the shuttle sto^>, tut we didh’t 
mAke it t Ack ih time. 
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How Pad was really worried about missihg our 
■flight. X told him maybe missihg the -flight 
wouldr> t be theWORST thihg to ha^eh, but he 
didr* t seem to be ih the mood to hear what X had 
to say. 





































By +He -time we cjot -to -tHe termihal, we were 
Ho+H soakihg we+ ahd miserable. So wHeh a ^>icku^> 
-truck almost" Hit" us ih tHe crosswalk, it - made Pad 
REALLY mad, ahd He let tHe driver khow. 



'THat-jus-t made -tKeDRlVERmad, ahd He gulled 
His truck over ahd stewed ou+ of His VeHide. 



































Vie didh+s+ick rtroohd loh^ ehough -fo -folk 
+Ki^s over wrth -this <jvy. Vie rAh ih -the 
o^osi+e direc+ioh Ahd blehded ih with some ^eo^le 
s-fohdih^ oh -the sidewAlk uh+il -the coas+ was dear. 



P4 -fold me X coold learh a lessoh -from -this, which 
was +o heVer lose your -temper Ahd do some-thih^ 
s-fo^id. Bert X "took aw <xy (DIFFERENT lessoh— 
wheh HeFFleys ^e+ ih -trouble, HeFfleyRUN. 


The res+ of +he FAmily was WAi+ihg ihside "the 
eh-|rAhce -fo -the +ermihAl. Mom WAh+ed +0 khow 
wKa+ -fook us so lohg, Ahd PAd WAh+ed +0 khow 
why she h<*dh + <jo++eh Ih lihe with MAhhy Ahd 
Rodrick Ahd held a ^>Uce For us. 
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X+ +ook -tweh-ty nihu+es -for us +o ^e+ +hrou0h 
+he check-ih lihe. Bu+ wheh Pad ^>u+ our 
sui+tase oh +he scale, +he ^ersoh a+ +he couh+er 
said i+ was +oo heavy, ahd i+ was <^ohha cost ex+ra 
mohey +o check i+. 


Bu+ Pad said +he airlihe was ri^ihg us o-f-f ahd 
we wereh +cjohha <^Ve +hen ah ex+rfedlCKEL. 
So we +ook some do+hes out of -the sui+case ahd 
s+i/f-fed +hem ih+o our carry-oh ba^s. 



By -the +ine we 30+ eVery+hihg sorted ou+, we 
had a hal-f hour +o ^e+ +o our <ja+e be-fore our 
•flight s+arted boardihg. Ahd wheh we go+ +o -the 
security area, i+ was a +o+aZDO. 
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"There were -two lihes—ohe -for fanlies ahd ohe -for 
busihess -travelers. 


X ^uess Pad usually cje+s -to cjo -through -the 
busihess lahe wheh he "travels -for work, so he 
<Wh+ seen "to be -too ha^y about beih<^ stuck 
wi+h "the rest of us ih -the -family lahe. 













Ahytime you add the word "•family’’ to somethihg, 
you khow -thirds are <y>hha be bad. A^d trust 
me, X Ve beeh to ehouc^h -family restaurahts to 
khow what X m talkihg about. 



Vie waited ih the security lihe a lohg time, ahd we 
•fihally made it to the froftt. But theh some kid a 
•few rows behind us started ^ressihg the buttohs 
oh the ^>oles that hold the barriers together. 
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All of <* suddeh, -there was hatWhg kee^ih^ the 
lihes separated, ahd -for a secohd; ho ohe moved. 


But +Keh -l^ih^sCOriPLETELY -fell a^art. 













By the -time -the security agehts 30+ all the zip 
harriers recohhected, we ehded up at thBACK 
of the lihe. A^d the -family with the kid who caused 
all the trouble was at thFRONT. 


Mow Mom ahd Pad werd^EALLY stressed, 

ahy 
agehts 

to let us op to the -froht, but he didhtseem 
too sympathetic. 


m'hute. Pad begged ohe of the security 


because our -flight was supposed to leave at 



X thought we were goihg to miss our -flight, so X 
didh t really see the poiht ofgo'hg through security. 

uhtil the last secohd, ahd we might still make it. 



But Pad said sometimes the 
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Vie fihally <jo+ +o +K e froh+ of +Ke lihe, <*hd we ^>o+ 
oor iwi^s oh a cohVeyor bel+. "TKeh we -took off oor 
cort+s ahd sKoes ahd ^>o+ -+Kem ih+o some ^>Us+ic Kihs. 



Mahvy saw wKa+ -+Ke res+ of os were doihcj, ahd 
Ke s+ar+ed +akihg offMlS clones, +oo. Lockily, 
Mom ho+iced ih +ime ahd s+o^ed Kim Kef ore Ke 
coold op ahy former. 
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Mahhy wash+-fihisKed causih^ problems,, •+Kou<^K. 
A^«reh+ly, Ke •+Koo<^K+ +Ke cohVeyor bel+ was 
some kihd o-fRlDE, ahd Ke was really u^>se+ wKeh 
Ke -foohd ou+ +Ka+ rWASNT. 



"TKe ^>eo^>le beKihd os were <^e++ih0 -frus+ra+ed we 
wereh+ movihg, bu+WE were beihg Keld u^> by +Ke 
^uy ih -froh+ of us. He Kad +o remove eVery+Kih^ 
Ke Kad oh +Ka+ was metal, ahd i+ was takih^ Kim 

FOREVER. 
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Rodrick +old me +hese mdicHihes cah see +hrou<^h 
your CLOTHES, ahd +heh someohe checks a 
screeh +o make sore you re ho+ +ryih0 +o sheak 
\>y wrtL ahy+hiVv^ dah^eroos. All X cah say is X 
wooldh +wahha l>e+he ^ersoh wi+hTHAT"joL 



X+ "toms oo+ +he X-ray machine +R*+ sees 
+Kroo^K yoor clo+hes is ohly -for prowr-uys, ahd 
kids op +Kroo^K a me+al de+ec+or ihs+ead. S+ill, X 
wash + opY\Yv\ +ake ary cHahces. 





















































Ohce we cjo+ -tbroucjb security, we grabbed our 
s-hrf-f -from +he cohVeyor bel+ ahd +ook o-f-f. Our 
^a-te was dowh oh +He lower level, so we had +o 
+ake +Ke escalator. 


Vie couldh+eVeh doTH/^T wr+bou+ causihg a major 
problem. Mahhy s sW-fed ahimal ^o+ s+uck ih +Ke 
bo++om of +be escala+or, ahd he bad +o ^ress -the 
B-mer^ehcy S+o^> bu++oh so Mom could ^>ull i+ free. 
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P4 checked K.s wa+cK Ahd said we mi^lvh s+ill 
mdike i+, so we rah -for our ^A+e. 



was aII -the wa y a+ +he other 
of the termihAl, Ahd we khew we couldh t make it 
ih time oh foot. 




Jost theh, a cArt for hahdicA^ed ^Asseh^ers 
cAne Aloh^ Ahd PAd stored it Ahd Asked "the 
driver if we coold hitch a ride. "The rest of us cjot 
oh toArd Wore she coold sav ho. 
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After+W, a- was Smooth sailih^. "The t^rmihal 
was ^>re-Hy crowded; but ^eo^le moved 00+ of our 
w <xy wheh they heard us comihg. 



"The driver droned us of-f at our <^ate, but the 
door was CLOSED. X thought that meaht we 
had missed our -flight ahd we could turn arouhd 
ahd ehjoy a Wee Christmas E-Ve at home. But it 
-turned out the f i^ht waDELAYED, so all that 
stress was -for hothing. 
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Ihe redsoh the flight was delayed was because of 
the bad weAther, Ahd it w as gohhA be Ahother 
HOUR before we got oh the ^>Uhe. VJe looked 
for a ^Uce +o sit dowh ih the boArdihg areA, but 
^eo^le were hoggihg the seA+s. 



Mom -hold me thrtt ohce we got oh the ^Ahe, 
we d be ih the <*ir for About six b»oors^ which was 
hews to ME. X Asked her for some mohey, Ahd X 
bought A couple of mAgAzihes, some ShAcks, Ahd 

heAr our gAte. 


heAd^hohes At a sho^ 


Xhe ohly thihg X heeded that the store didh t have 
was SOCKS. My right sock WAS still soAkihg wet 
from ste^ihg ih that puddle, so X weht ihto the 
bathroom to wrihg it out ih the s’hk. 
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VJHeh X was dohe, ny sock was s-rfD>AriP, Ahd 
X rt<x\\y didh+ WAhhA ^>u+1+ Wk oh ny -foot. Xhe 
IjA+Kroon KacI ohe of "those high-powered hAhd 
dryers, Ahd "ttat gAVe me Ah ideA. 



X cooldh+ waJ+ +o ge+ tack home Ahd start 
mAkihg some MONEY oh this ideA. X figured X 
could make aKILLING oh TAihy dAys. 
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The ohly problem with the hahd dryer ih the 
airport bathroom was that it was a IrhHTOO 
powerful. 


My sock startedSMOKlNG, ahd theh 1+ weht 
FLYING. 



X deeded Xd just ^et a hew ^air of socks at the 
resort, because there was ho way X was johha 
wear somethihj X had to fish out of URINAL. 

VJheh X cane back from the restroom, they were 
makihj ah ahhouhcemeht at our <jate. 























X -figured -they were ready +o s+ar+ toardihg -the 
^>lahe, W -they were jus+ le+tihg os khow -there 
was aho+her DELAY. 


Ahd 1+ weh-t oh like -+ha+ -for +he res+ of -the 
day. A^areh-Hy, -this s+orrn was causlhg problems 
everywhere, ahd +he ^lahe we were su^osed -to 
•fly ou+ oh was s+uck a+ son 0 TT-IERair^or+. 


a+ ny elec-trohic device 
was gohha ruh ou+ of juice while X was oh -the 
^>lahe, so X looked for a ^>lace -to charge rt. Bu+ X 
guess tVzrydnz else was -thihkihg -the sane -thihg. 




? CHARGING 
STATION 
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ohly available otrHe+ was ih ah awkward ^lace. 
Bu+ wKeh your ba-Hery is a+1 5%, you ^o++a do 
<jo++a do. 




Our ^>1 ahe -fihally arrived a+ +Ke <y*+e, ahd all +b>e 
^asseh^ers wKo were oh i+ ^o+ crf-f. Bu+ 
is su^osed +o beFUN, you d heVer khow i+ -from 
+he way +Kese ^eo^le looked. 
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"The ga+e ageh+ got oh -the loudspeaker ahd 
said we d be boardihg shortly. Xbeh she said our 
•flight was "overbooked/* ahd they heeded a -few 
Voluh+eers +o give up -their sea+s. 


She said -tha+ whoever Voluh+eeredrlRST would 
ge+ -three huhdred dollars ahd a -free hight a+ -the 
airport- hotel. 


X didh+heed +o hear ahother word. X got 
+o -the desk before shed eVeh fihished wrth her 
ahhouhceneht ahd said X was her guy. 



Uhfor+uha-tely, Hon wouldh+l_ET ne Voluh+eer, 
ahd hobody ELSE s+epped up, erther. 
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So -the ^a+e a^eh+ ihcreased +he offer tElVE 
huhdred dollars, ahd some womah shaded it u^> 
ri^hi away. X Jus-t ho^>e she ehjoys s^>ehdihg 
my mohey. 



Af+er "thai, "the ogeh+ mad ANOTHER 

ahhouhcemeht. She said the -flight crew oh 
our ^>Uhe had worked too mahy hours because 
of all +he delays, ahd we had +o wait -for a 
REPLACEMENT crew -to come ih before we could 
take off. 


hiow eVeryohe a-t our cjate waMAD, because what - 
was su^osed to be ah ea 

ih+o ah OVERNIGHT ohe. 


rly -flight- was turWh^ 


33 














VJheh the hew flight crew -fihally arrived; they 
didh t look ha^y +o be there. "^hat s probably 
because they were ex^ectihg to s^>ehd Christmas E-Ve 
at HOME, so X khewEXACTLY how they -felt. 



After the crew 30+ oh boards they started lettih^ 
^asseh^ers oh the ^>lahe. My -family ^ot +0 op 
•first, because they let ^eo^le with youh^ kids board 
be-fore ahyohe else. But the <^ate a^eht stored me 
at the door. 
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She said ry carry-oh ba<^ was too bi^ to -fit ih 
-the overhead bih, so it had to op dowh below with 
-the rest of the luggage. Xha+ was fihe wrllKlE., 
because X didh+waht to deal wi+h ry ba^ oh "the 
^>lahe ahyway. 


VJheh X 30+ oh boards X was ^re-Hy impressed. 
Xhe seats were aLOT bigger -lhah X expected, 
ahd "they were covered ih real leather. 



X asked Mom what row we were ih, but she said we 
heeded +0 kee^> movihg. She said this was -the -first- 
class sec+ioh, ahd our seats were iECONOMIY. 



















But -the ecohomy sectioh wash -HALF as Wee as 
•first class. "The seats were packed together, ahd 
had ah' 



they barely 



Mon said our seats were toward the middle of 
the ^>lahe, so we headed there. But Pad huhg 
back ih the first-class sectioh. He said he <^ot 
UPGRADED because of all his frec^oeht-flier miles 
ahd that he d catch u^> with us after we lahded. 
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Mon didh t seen Ka^y about tKis hews. $Ke said 
it washt-fair -for Kin to be ih -first class wKile we 
were ih ecohomy, so sKe said we d all taJTURNS 
sittihg ih Pad s seat durihg tKe fligKt. 

But Pad said tKe rest of us wereht ex^eriehced 
travelers like Kin, ahd we wouldh t eVeh khow Kow 
to ACT ih -firs+ class. 



board, so Mon ahd Pad couldh t cjet ihto a -foil— 
blowh ar^uneht ri^Kt tKere ih tKe aisle. Pad sat 
dowh ih Kis seat, ahd we weht to -fihd ours. 


TKe rest of us were all ih tKe sane row. Mon, 
Rodrick, ahd Mahhy sat oh ohe side of tKe aisle, 
ahd X Kad tKe middle seat oh tb(e)Tl-IER side. 
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Rodrick 'tried to <^et me -to switch with hi™ so he 
didhthave to sit by Mahhy, tot X was ha^py 
right where X was. X didh t have a whole lot of 
leg room, tot other thah that, it wash t so tad. 


All "the other p*ssehgers toarded after os, ahd 
^eo^le seemed pretty stressed tryihg to get their 
stoff ihto the overhead tihs. So X was glad they 
took MY bag at the gate. 



E-Veryohe ^>ot away their bags ahd sat dowh ih 
their seats. Xhe -pilot made ah ahhoohcemeht that 
the doors were dos'hg, ahd the seats to my left 
ahd right were still empty. 
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X couldh-tbelieve ny lock. As sooh as we took 
af-fj X was ^ohhdi stretch out across all -three 
seats ahd ^et nysel-f a cjood hlc^ht s slee^. 



But right Wore -the doors closed, ohe more cookie 
got oh board. Ahd they had BABY with then. 











































X didh+"thihk +hese people would be ih my row, 
because -there were ohlyTWO enyty sea+s. But 
the baby sat ih his mother LAP. 



See, i-f X were ih charge of the airlihe, the rule 
would be ohe ^ersoh yer seat. Because i-f this 
couple had TWINS, it wouldVe beeh completely 
out of h<*hd. 


X asked these parehts i-f ohe of them wahied to 
switch seats with rnt so they could be hext to each 
other. But the mother said she liked "the wihdow, 
ahd her husbahd said he liked to be oh the aisle. 












RigH+ af+er +ha-t-, +he ^ilo+ cane oh +he ih+ercon. 
He said +Ka+ before we -took off, -tiered be a 
brief safety video +o show os wh<*+ +o do ih case of 
ah emer^ehcy. 


X was already hervous about flyih^ to begih 
with; ahd X didht like hearihg there mi^ht be ah 
"emergehcy." So wheh the safety video flayed, X 

^ aid ATTENTION. 


But as -far as X could tell, X was the ohly ^ersoh 
who DID. Everybody else completely tohed out. 



Xhe be^ihhihg of the video was just base stuff, 
like how +o fasteh a seatbelt. 


















Bui a-fier ikai, ii a o6ERlOUS. 


Xke video s harraior said ikai i-f ikere was a 
' loss ih cakih pressure,' ox^geh masks would dro^> 
■from ike ceilih^. Vlell, X dohi khow wkai' cakih 
pressure" is, kui X didn 't like kearihcj ikai we 

mi^ki LOSE ii. 


Xke ^eo^le ih ike video didn 't look to+kered ai 
ALL wkeh ike ox^eh masks droned dowh, 
ikouc^k. Xh -fact, ikey looked kihd olPAPPY 

akoui ii. 



Xkeh ike video op\ eVeiWORSE. Xke harraior 
said ikai ih case o-f a "waier lahdihcj/’ we d heed 
io eVacuaie ike ^>lahe. 

























How X wasREALLY -frertked out. X +hoogH+ 

-the whole ^>oih+ of Ah Air^Uhe was +Ka+ i+ was 
su^osed +o s+Ay ih -thAlR. 


"The SA-fety video SAid there were ener^ehcy exits 
oh the ^Uhe Ahd the ^eo^le sittih^ ih the exit 
rows would heed to o^eh the doors so everybody 
Id ^et out. 


cool 



Xhe ener^ehcy exit was ohe row behihd rne, Ahd 
X resized the ^eo^le si+tih^ there wereht ^>Ayih0 
Attehtioh +o the Video a-ALL. So X 30+ them 
+0 ^>ut dowh their mA^Azihes Ahd listeh u^>. 
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The -flight A+tehdAh+s didh’t- seen bothered thA+ 
ho ohe was WA+chihg the SA-fety video. X -figured 
they ^rolwibly had theirOWN exits, so i-f there 
was Ahy trouble, X was gohh a •follovvTl-0' / L 




The vid eo showed the ^Uhe ih the WA+er with 
ih-fUtAble slides comihg of-f the emergehcy exits. 
Ahd they Actually nade it loolFUN. 






































Xheh -the Video said our seal cushiohs doubled as 
"•flo+a-tioh devices/’ ahd each ohe had a whis-He 
a-Hached +o i+. How X had <^ues-Hohs, so X 
pressed -the bu++oh above ny sea+ +o ^e+ -the 
A$h+ a-Hehdah+ +0 cone over. 


Vlha+ X wah+ed +0 khow was, i-f we lahded ih 
shark-iVvfesied wafers, would i+ really be such a 
^ood idea +0 blow -the whistle? X+ -felt - -folE 
like we’d basically be 
•free luhch. 



Xhe -flight attehdaht said X didh+heed +0 
worry, because all -the seat cushiohs were coated 
with shark re^elleht, so -ihey wouldhteVeh cone 



H5 


Y*x\r us. 












X was |»re-Hy Ha^py +o Hear +Ha+, i>u+ how X'm 
wohderihcj if He was ^>ullihg my le^. 


X doh+ really +He ^oiht of +He wHis-Hes, 

+H003H. X+s ho+ like ahybody s ^ohha Hear +Hen 
if you re ih +He middle of +He oceah. 



A^d if yoo re lucky ehougH +0 Have a cruise 
sHp pass Hy, believe meXHOSE ^uys areh+ 
s+o^ph<^ +0 -pick you up 









Af+w +He SA-fe-ty Video was over, X -fell 
extaus+ed, Ahd we tadh+ eVeh +AjceiOFF ye+. 

Bu+ a -few secohds U+er, +he ^>Uhe s+Ar+ed rollihg 
dowh +he +ArmAC, Ahd +He hex+ +Uh0 X khew, we 
were ih +heAlR. 




X m ho+ ^ohhA lie—X K*d my eyes slv/+ durih^ 
+he whole +Akeo£f. A^d X didh+eVeh resize X 
was KoldiV »0 my t>reA+h uh+il X Almos+ ^Assed ou+. 


Ohce we leveled off, +he cookie si++ih0 ih my row 
s+Ar+ed feedihg +heir twity. 


V 















X was AUREADY hauseous -from "the +akeoff, ahd 
+Ke smell of mushy ^eas didft+Kel-p +hi+*0S. 



X +K003K+ X micjh+ ac+ually +hrow u^>, bu+ X 
didh+khow wh<*+ +cDO. Xheh X WrKced +Ws 


wKi+e ^A^er iwt^ ih +he sea+ ^>ocke+ ir\ froh+ of me, 
ahd X floored out +h<v+ s exac+ly wh<*+ i+lsOR. 










"The -flight a++ehdah+ already seemed ahhoyed with 
me, though, so X khew he wouldhtbe +00 ha^y 
i-f X handed h im a tag of Vomit. 



Somehow X mahaged +0 ge+ through the -feeding 
without -throwihg u^>. But X wish X could soy the 
same thirg -for thBABY. 



After the lady cleahed it u^>, she reached ihto 
her Iwtg <*hd gave -the Iwsby a couple of toys +0 
^>lay with. 











0he of "toys was a plastic Hanner. A^d as 
sooh as "the t>aty ^o+ "th<*t -thihg <V% rts hahd, i+ 

started ^>ouhdihg oh theWlNDOW. 



THW^ftu 


X*Ve heard that if a wihdow oh a ^lahe breaks, 
eVerythihcj ihside <^ets suckedOUTSlDE. Ahd 
that didh t really seen like a ^ood way to ^o. 



So wKeh the ladys head was "turhed; X swiped the 
banner -fron the baby ahd "tucked it uhder ny seat. 


SO 





Uhfortuhately, that set the baby off. 



Xt +ums out hobody likes a cryih^ baby oh a 
^>lahe, ahd eVeryohe started shootihg us dirty 
looks. Luckily, the lady had a bottle ih her ba^, 
ahd that quieted the kid dowh for a while. 


X was ^ettihg kihd of huhgry myself, so X 
pressed the buttoh for the flight attehdaht ahd 
asked wheh we could expect to ^eFED. But he 
said meals were ohly for first-class ^asseh^ers, 
ahd he <^aVe me a ba^ of ^eahuts to hold me over. 
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Th<*+s wheh X remembered the shacks Xd bought 
before we got oh the ^>lahe. BuTHEN X 
remembered that they were ih my carry-oh bag, 
wKrcK was stowed dowh below. 


X guess Mom mus+Ve beeh thihkihg about -food; 
+oo. Because as sooh as the ^ilot said we had 
reached our "cruisihg altitude" ahd we were free +o 
move al)ou+ +he cabih, Mom uhbockled her seatbelt 
ahd weh+ u^> +o first class wi+h Mahhy, Just ih 
time for dihher. 



X felt some+hihg cold ahd clammy touch my left 
elbow, ahd theh some+hihgp_SE touched my 
RIGHT ohe. The guy behihd me had takeh off 
his shoes ahd socks ahd slid his feet through 
-the spaces be-tweeh -the seats. 
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So X ofJtss +Kis ojjy decided i+ wds)K+o use my 

ARMRESTS «sUs FOOTRESTS. 



X w<*s s+rtr+ih^ +o -feel taxed ih, ahd 'theh "the 
^ersoh ih +Ke se<*+ ih froht of me +il+ed Ws sea+ 
<*ll +he wa y tack, so i+ was Jus+ <x few ihcFes -from 
my -fo ice. 



X "tried +o -Hl-lMY sea+ tack, ta+ X couldh+fihd 
+Ke tattoh +o do i+. 
























So X called +Ke -fli0K+ a++ehdah+ ahd asked Kin-i 
where +he W+oh was. Bo+ he -hold me +he sea+s 
ih our row didn 't +il+ tack because +heyd block "the 
emer^ehcy row. 


Mow X was s+ar+ihg -h&WEAT. X +hou<^h+ 

X d read a ma^azihe +o +ake ry mihd off feelihc^ 
-traced, bu+ +he ohly "tbih^ ih +he sea+ ^>ocke+ 
was a ca+alo^ -for all -this s+uff ho ohe heeds. 



CHEW 

rwPW 


Snoozes 

When you just can't sit through that 
boring meeting, Snoozes glasses make 
you look wide awake...even when 
you’te anything but! 


Pizza Blanket 

Night-time cravings? Satisfy them wilh the 
Blanket, edible beddir-g that's warm AND tasty! 


Phone Bubble 


Comes in pepperoni, extra cheese. end Protect you r phone on rainy days with 

anchovies. this deer plastic bubble! 
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Xhe ^>eo^>le oh ei+her side of me were wA+chih^ a 
mVitj so X -figured X d iurh ry screeh oh Ahd 
check i+ out. Xhe movie looked like a comedy bu+ 
ry head^hohes were ih ry 1**^, Ahd i+ was hard 
+o ohders+Ahd wKa+ was cjoih^ oh wi+hoo+ -them. 



X chAhged +he chAhhel +o see wKaCLSE -there 
was +o wA+ch. Ohe chAhhel |v*d a show for little 
kids, Ahd "the Italy hex+ +o me 30+ ihteres+ed ih 
whA+ was oh ny screeh. Ahd wheh X chAh^ed rt 
+o somethihg else, +he kid stArteBAWLlNG. 
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Vlheh X chahged th e chahheBACK, the taty 
stopped cryiha. 


X ^oess X would've beetOKwith lettih^ the kid 
watch the show, but -the screeh waWAY too 
close +o my -face. Ahd the colors oh -the show were 
so bright that eVeh wheh X ^>ut oh -the eye mask 
-that was ih -the seal pocket, X coolSTILL 
see eVery+hihg that was ha^ehihg. 



VJheh -the show fihally ehded, "the baby started 
cryihg agaih. Bert- -there was hWAY X was 
gohha kee^> watchihg -the show oh repeat for -the 
rest of -the hight. 


So X decided it was -the perfect time to -take nr 
shift u^> ih first class. 
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Bu+ Kodrick ho+iced I was -tryih<^ +o make a 
move., ahd he <30+ out of his sea+ he-fore I Had a 
chahce +o. Ahd ohce he was u^> ih -firs+ class, X 
khew I'd have +o wai+ a while Wore I could swa^ 
places wrth hi™. 


VJheh Hon ahd Hahhy cane hack +o -their sea+s, 
I saw -the door +o -the cock^i+ o^>eh hehihd "then, 
ahd "the ^>ilo+ s+e^ed ou+. 



I +hou^h+ "there ni^h+ he sone kihd of ah 
EMERGENCY, so I pressed "the hu++oh ahd 
asked "the -flicjh+ a-t+ehdah+ wha+ was ^oihg oh. 
He said "the ^ilo+jos+ heeded +o s-tre-tch his le^s 
ahd use -the ha-throon, ahd "the co-^>ilo+ had 
eVery+hih0 uhder coh+rol. 




































X didn’t like the fact that we were down to one 
pilot, even i-f it was Just for a -few minutes. 


Personally, X dontthink "two pilots ENOUGH, 
even when they’reBOTH in the cockpit. X ^uess 
the id t(X is that if one of them has a heart a-Hack, 
then the other one is supposed to -fly the plane. 



But X asked the flight attendant what Karens 
i-f the OTHER pilot -freaks 00+ and has a heart 
attack, 


The flight attendant told me not to worry, 
because these planes are so high-tech they can 
practically fly THEMSELVES. 
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Vlell, X Ve heard ^ilo+s make a lo+ of mohey, 
so i-f wha+ -the flight a-t+ehdah-t was sayihcj is 
TRUE, -theh -this could be -the career fotME. 



Ohce -the ^>ilo+ <30+ ou+ of -the ba-throom, X 
figured r+ would be a ^ood idea for me -to op, +oo. 
The ohly problem was, -the mah -to my riglvt was 
aslee ? ,ahdX couldh+^e-t over -the opy wrthout 
wakih^ him u^>. So X weMJNDERU, <m<l 

believe me, -tha+ wash+a lo+ of f uh. 



5°! 
























X walked -toward the froht of the ^>lahe, but 
before X eVeh cjot to the first-class sectioh, the 
flight attehdaht -told me that ecohomy ^>assehgers 
have +o use the restroom ih thBACK. 



Xhe bathroom ih the ecohomy sectioh was really 
small, but beihg ih -there was WUNDRED times 
better thah beihg stuck ih my seat. Xt was sort 
of like a tihy little a^artmeht X had all to myself. 
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Xh sciehce cUss, we leArhed -tta+ wHeh HomAh 
was+c <^e+s droned oui of Ah Air^Uhe -toile+, i+ 
■freezes solid. Some oyy ih ry +owh ohce foohd a 
chohk of WAS+e +Ka+ -fell from a ^Uhe, Ahd he 

+Koo^+ i+ was oMETECRlTE. 



X +Kihk +Ke Quy was ho^>ihg +o sell i+ for a lo+ of 
mohey, bo+ ohce +Ke +hihg +h«wed he foohd oo+ 
wKa+ he KAd was +o+aIIv wordless. 
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Ohce X was settled ihto the bathroom, X -figured 
there was ho reasoh to go back to my seat. So 
wheheVer someohe ELSE came alohg to use it, X 
just made bathroom holses uhtil they weht away. 



0 he ^ersoh mustve really heeded to go, because 
they shook the door hahdle so hard that X 
thought it might actually breajOFF. Xheh they 
weht away. But a fiew mihutes later, the whole 

BATHROOM shook. 


£TREMsUv; 
TREMmEjI 
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VJHoeVer iHis was heeded +o use "the ba+hroom a 
lo+ more "thah X did; so X o^ehed +Ke door. Bu+ 
-there was ho oheTHERE. Xha+s wheh X realized 
i+ wash +Just +he ta+hroom shakihcj; i+ was the 
whole PLANE. 



X thought we mustve lahded ih the water or lost 
ah eh^ihe or somethihg. But theh the ^>ilot came 
over the ihtercom. 
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Xka+ didh + souhd right "tcME. X figured whvt 
REALLY ha^ehed was tUvt the ^>ilot fell asleep 
ih Us seat ahd kicked the steerihg wheel or 
something, ahd theh he came u^> with this Xum^y 
air excuse. Because that^XACTLY what Xd 
do if X were ih the same situatioh. 



X guess the flight attehdaht could see that X 
was pretty rattled. H e said we were just goihg 
through a little "turhulehce/* which was perfectly 
hormal for a flight like this. 
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Vlell, i-f +Kis kihd of fevlORMAU "theh 
-J^ere s ho c^ahce XVn ever becomihej a ^>ilot. 
Because i-f X were -flyihcj the ^>lahe, X'd be out of 



+o ry seat ahd buckle u^>. But wheh X 30+ back 
there, it was already occupied. 



X didht waht +0 noVe the baby, because X khew it 
would Just wake u^> ahd start cryih^ agaih. 
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So X wehtu^> +o the froht of the ^>lahe to kick 
Rodrick ou+ of first cUss ahd leWIMdeal with 
the baby. But X cooldh +GET to Kim. Ohe of "the 
wheels oh "the beverage cart had brokeh because of 
the turbulehce, ahd it was blockih^ my way. 



X was out of o^tiohs, so X weht back to my seat. 
Poht ask me how, but X was actually able to <^et 
ah hour or two of slee^>. Ahd X was so tired, X 
didh t eVeh wake u^> wheh we lahded. 
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“Tuesday 


X was so worried about ^ettih^ through the 
■flight that X heVer thought about where we were 
actually GOING. But wheh X stewed of-f the 
^lahe, it was like walkih^ ihto a whole hew world. 



X*Ve cjotta admit, as sooh as X -felt -lhat tropical 
air hit my skih, X could uhderstahd why Pad was 
so ea^er to escape the cold back hone. 
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Vie <jo+ our lu^di^e off the cohVeyor belt ih 

claim, theh followed the sic^hs to where a 

% 


shuttle bus was waitih^. 



jiaiisj 


Isla 
CORALES 




E-Veh -though the air outside fel-GREAT, the 
air-cohdit'ohihg oh "the bus felt eVetBETTER. 
Ahd the seats ih -this thihg were hicer th<*h the 
ohes ih first class. 
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Ohce all the ^asseh^ers boarded the bus, we headed 
+o the resort. A Video flayed oh the overhead 
mohitorSj ahd it was about (MILLION times 
more -fob thah the ohe oh the ^lahe. 


Xhe video showed all the cool activities at the 
resort, ahd X wahted to do theALL. 



Ohe of the activities was swimmih^ with dol^hihs, 
ahd thats somethih^ X V ALWAYS wahted to do. 


b°! 








it* 


Bo+ "there was a buhch o-DTHER +ha+ 
looked cool, +oo. X was ho^>ihg +hey nigh+ le+ os 
COMBINE activities so X coold do eVerythihcj 
before we had +o op back hone. 



X fel+ kihd of bad for beihg so he<ja+ive aboo+ 
this +rif> o^> oh+il +heh, ahd X +orhed aroohd +o 
+ell Hon ahd Pad X was sorry. But X wish X 
had jos+ ke^>+ wa+chihg +he video ihstead. 






































VJheh we stewed of-f the bus at the resort, 
the sta-fT greeted os ahd hahded Horn ahd Pod 
■frozen drihks. 



Vie cjaVe our ta<^s to these o^uys wearihg white 
gloves, ahd they said theyd take them directly to 
oor room. A^d X ^otta Sexy, X waEMPRESSED. 


Vie weht to the -froht desk, ahd the lady there 
ex^laihed how eVerythihg worked. She said the 
resort was "all-ihelusive,’’ so we didn't heed to use 
cash or credit cards. 
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IKe w <\y we ^>Aid -for sto-f-f was with -these ^Ustic 
cArds +K«*+ doubled as oor roon keys. 



Mon Ahd P«d "fold the rece^+ioWs+ they wAhted 
+o s+Ay ih the SAne boildih^ they d s+Ayed ih for 
"their hoheynooh, but "the Udy SAid "the resort h«d 
CHANGED sihce theh. She SAid thA+ how, -the 
resort was s^lrt ih+o two hAlves, the ' Vlild Side’’ 
Ahd the "Mild Sde.’’ 



"(he ^Uce Mon Ahd PAd h»d stayed was oh the 
Vlild S'de, Ahd kids Areh’t Allowed over there. So 
she showed os where oor boildih^ was oh the nA^>. 
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Isla dp CORALES RESORT 
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X could -fell Pad was disa^oihted by tHe cHah^es, 
but Hon said it waBE I I ERtKis way. Sb»e said 
■this was aFAMILY try, ahd we didhtheed to 
be arouhd a buhcH of yooh^ cookies ^arlyihg, 
anyway. 



X didn 't really careWHlCH side of the resort 
we were oh, because it looked to me like both sides 
had the same base stuff. Vihat X really cared 
about was theROOHI. 


Usually wheh my -family stays at a hotel, we all 
share a room, ahd X have to slee^ oh a cot or a 
sof<x bed. So X was pretty shocked to fihd out we 
were ih aSUlTE. with PLENTY of s^ace. 




in 



"There were -two rooms ih -the surte. VJe all hod -to 


slvure ohe Wthroom., birt me Ahd Rodrick eAch h<*d 
oor owhBED, which was -the mAih -thih^. All X 
cAh SAy is, Horn Ahd P<*d mos+Ve droned IaOT 
of mohey oh -this -tri^>. 


"There was aTV ih -the room X was sharihg with 
Rodrick, bi/t eVeh better -th<*h thAt, -there was a 
ROBE ih-the dose-t. 
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X called +t»e rote rlglrh away, tu+ Rodrick didn 't 
eVeh figH+ me for i+. 

Rodrick always makes fuh of me wheh X wear 
Mom s rote tack a+ Home. Bu+ X +Hihk rotes are 
COOL, ahd +Here are a lo+ of guys out +Here 
wHo would agree wi+H me oh +Ha+. 



XHe slower ih +Ke ta+Hroom watIUGE, ahd all 
+He floors ahd sihks ahd eVery+Hihg were made of 
martle. XHere was aTV atoVe +He ta+H+ut, ahd 
+Here was eVeh aPHONEhex+ +o -+He +oile+. 


X figured if X could get room service delivered +o 
+He taproom, X d Have eVery+Hihg X heeded ih 
ohe ^lace. 
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From the balcohy ih Hon ahd Pad s room, X could 
see -the ^>ool over oh the Vlild Side of the resort, 
ahd it was really big. 


Xt wash t just some regular ^>ool, either. Xt 
looked kihd of like a river ahd had all these islahds 
ih the middle of it. Mom said it was ohe of the 
biggest' free-form ^ools ih th^/ORLD. 














































X was ^re-Hy excited atoot that, tecaose X 
khew we had the same thihg oQURside of the 
resort. X wahted to op check it oot, tot -first X 
heeded to chaheje my clothes. 


X weht to o^eh the ti^ soitcase, tot it was 
LOCKED. X Asked Pad -for the key, tot he 
said oor soitcase didht-IAVEa lock. Pad looked 
at the ta<^ oh -ihe soitcase, ahd it had someohe 
ELSE S hame oh it. 



Xt torhs oot we had acodehtally ^ratted the 
wroh^ soitcase -from ta^a^e claim at the airport. 
Before it was too late, Pad called the airlihe to 
see i-f they still hacOUR soitcase. 
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Bot the ^eo^>le at the airlihe said that sihce ho 
ohe had claimed oor tag, it was seht tack to ihe 
address oh the loggage tag. 



Xt wash t aTOTAL disaster, thoogh. VJe d moved 
some clothes -from "the tig sortcase to oor ca 
tags tack at -the airport, so we had a -few -things. 




Xhad my ta+hihg soit, tot X didhthave a lot 
of OTHER stoff. My fli^-flo^s ahd sohglasses 
were ih the tig tag, alohg with a tohch of other 
things X had packed. Pad said they sell the 
stof f we were missihg at - the resort store, so we 
weht dowh +o check it oot. 
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But eVerytkwhg ih the siore cost -five tines os 
nuch os it would Ve hock hone, ohd Pod soid he 
woshtcjohho ^>oy those prices. 



Mon soid we could weor the some clones every doy 
ohd wosh then ourselves. So the ohly thih0 we 
bought ih there wos o battle o-f suhscreeh ohd o 
toy -poil ohd shovel for Mohhy to use ot the beoch. 


Mon soid its reolly in^ortoht to weor suhscreeh 
o+ o ^>loce like this, becouse its so close to the 
ecjuotor. But she didh t hove to cohVihcfelE. X Ve 
seeh whot the suh coh do to your skih, ohd X 
doh t wohho look like o rois’h wheh X n older. 


SO 































































Xhat’s +he reasoh X s^ehd as much "time iVxloors 
as X cah. Ahd later oh ih Ilife, all ry -friehds are 
^ohha wish THEY haX too. 




X thought the -fact that we came durih^ Christmas 
break meaht we’d have -the ^lace to ourselves. But X 
^uess a lot of ^>eo^le had "the exact same idea. 
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X+ wash tjust iKePOOL that was crowded, 
+Koo^. sphere were ^eo^leEVERYWWERE. X 
was really looklhg -forward to relaxlh^ ih the Ho+ 
tub oirrHt X saw It. 



Vie -fouhd a -few louhge chairs ih the shade ahd ^>ut 
our stuf-f dowh. You could "tell it was the middle of 
wihter, because just about eVeryohe looked out of 
sha^>e, just like me. 










































Every ohce ih a while, X +Uhk about exerdsihg 
ahd ^e++th0 really bo-f-f. Bert ih +he -A/ture, XII 
bet eVeryohe will Just be able +o take a ^>ill ahd 
^e+ -fit without havihej to exercise, ahyway. 



3eih0 ih ^reat sha^>e will bNORl' / IAL, ahd 
all the ^eo^le whcARENT At will be the ohes 
eVeryohes attracted to. So i-f X jost stick with 
my curreht exerdse ^>lah, Xll be all set. 














































”The ^>ool was +oo crowded +o op swimmihg, so X 
decided +ojus+ ^>1+ a +owel over my HeAd Ahd 
ca+cK oh some slee^>. 


E-Veh +Koo^K i+ was Ko+ ot+j +Here was a hice 
breeze, Ahd X s+Ar+ed +o dri-f+ off. B>u+ ricjh+ 
ih +Ke middle of my hA^, some <jty showed Ahd 
rwhed +he whole vibe. 



Xhis opy cAlled himsel-f +he "Pirec+or off'Un," 
Ahd A^Areh+ly Kis Job was +o <^e+ everybody 

MOVING. 


































somehow he ro^ecil s/ lEih'+o ohe of -the rtc+iVrhes. 




























But X wished heWADNT, because -there was a 
lot more -touchy thah X was comfortable with. 



After the cohja lihe ehded, the Pirector of huh 
said the hext activity was the ""Treasure PiVe," 
ahd it was just for kids. X wash t interested 
ih doihj some stupid kiddie thihj, so X sat back 
dowh. But wheh he hauled out a jiaht bucket of 
COINS, that jot my attehtioh. 

He told all us kids to lihe u^> at the edje of the 
^ool, ahd theh he started tosa’hj jiaht hahdfuls 
of cash ihto the water. A^d it wash t a buhch of 
PENNIES, either. 
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X+ was dines Ahd cjoAr+ers, Ahd Xn pretty sore 
X saw someSlLVER DOLLARS ih there, +00. 



By the time the bocket was em^>ty, there mostVe 
beeh -four hohdred bocks sittih^ At the bottom 
of the ^>ool. 'Xveryohe WAited Alohg the ed^e 
for the Pirector of Foh +0 blow his whistle. 
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VJheh he did, it was a total free-for-all. 



X maha^ed +o <^et about "two dollars ih coihs oh 
my -first dive, ahd X f>ut them at the ed^e of the 
^>ool hear my louhge chair. But some sheaky kid 
swooned ih ahd cleahed me out. 



He wash t theONLY cheater, though. Some kid 
ih the ^>ool was actually wearih^ANTS, ahd he 
stuffed his ^ocketsFULL of coihs. 
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<jc*Ve eVeryoheELSE+Ke same idea; ahd how 
kids were s+offihg coihs wherever +h>ejoOULD. 



YJheh i+ was dll over, X +hir\k X ehded o^> wi+h 
<d>oo+ +hree bocks ih chdih^e. Af+er "the kids cledired 
oo+ of +he ^>ool 

<^e+ ih +he wdi+er <*hd op for <* neUxihg swim. 


, X floored •+ was <x opok +ime +o 





















X -fouhd a shady s^oi ih +he ^>ool ahd leahed 
a^aihs+ +he wall. Bert +heh X heard some roS'Hih^ 
ih +he toshes tehihd me, ahd all of a sodded X 
was -face-+o~face wi+h some+hih^ +ha+ looked like 
i+ cane sirai^h+ from Jurassic Park. 



X was oo+ of +here so -fas+, X ac+uallyKlPPED 
across +he wa+er. 



to 
























X told the lifeguard there was some kihd of 
DINOSAUR at the ed^e of the pool ahd he 
heeded to clear eVeryohe out of there Wore 


someohe c^otHURT. 





But the lifeguard didh teVeh seem -fazed. H e said 
thecjiaht lizard was Just aEGUANA, ahd they re 
all OVER the resort. Xkeh he said that sometimes 
the i^oahas eVeh like to op for a dip ih the pool. 


Vlell, that chah^edEVERYTHlNG for me. Hy 
•feelih^ oh ^iaht lizards is that they should be ih a 
ZOO, hot mihglihg with us humah beihgs. 


X was DONE with the pool, so X asked Horn if 
we could c^et some luhch. 
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She thoujht that was a jood idea, ahd we -fouhd 
a ^>lace hearty that had ah outdoor ^>atio. 


But the outdoor thihj ehded u^> teihj a problem, 
hirst of all, there wereht Just ijuahas at this 
^>lace. "There were geckos, salamahders, ahd who- 
khows-WWAT-else ^>eekihj out of the tushes. 



Xt washt Just LIZARDS, either. There were 
SLUGS, too, ahd we had to kee^> -flickihj then 
of-f the tatle with our utehsils. 


The waiter poured us glasses of water -from a 
pitcher, tut Hon told us all hot to drihk it. 

She said our stomachs areh t used to the microtes 
ih the water dowh here, so we heeded to jet 
BOTTLED water ihstead. 


°il 
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But Pad said Ked b£TNE because Hes -hoveled 
<*ll over tbie ^Uce ahd Kis stomach could handle 

ANYTHING. 



X washt^ohha risk it, though. X ordered a cah 
of soda ahd poured it ihto a <^lass, ahd X <^ot a 
turner ahd some frits, too. 


Ylheh our -food came, a ftv/ birds lahded ih the 
-trees arouhd our table. A+ first X wds)Kwith 
it, because wheh the birds -flew ih, the lizards rah 
bock ihto the busies. 






































Theh a bird that looked like it had ah ihjored 
leg or somethihg s+tur+ed ho^ihg aroohd oh the 
groohd hear our -table. 



Bat it was all a bigTRlCK. The secohd we 
torhed our heads to look at the bird oh the 
groohd; all theOTHER birds swooned ih ahd 
weht a-fter our -food. 





































VJe chased the birds off, but hot Wore they 
awa 

■the birds DIDNT touch was our drirjcs. Xt 
didht natter, -though. Some slogs were het^ihg 
thenselves -to ny soda, but luckily X hoticed 
-then Wore X "took a si^>. 



with half oor food. Xhe ohly thihg 



X "thought this ^>lace was so^osed "to be 
PARADISE, but so far it was aNlGHTtHARE. 


All X wahted "to do was go back to the roon ahd 
STAY there, but Hon said we were jost gettihg 
started ex^lorihg the resort. Xheh Pad said he 
wahted to go back to the roon, too. He said he 
wash t feelihg so hot ahd we could all probably use 
sone rest after that flight. 
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Vie headed hack to oor boildihg, hut Pad had to 
make a ^>it sto^> at the restroom ih the lobby. 
"Theh he had to g<AGAlN ih -the bathroom 
hext +o -the gym. So X goess Horn was right 
aboot the water. 



"The rest of the day wash t much -fob -AANY Of 
us. Vlheh we -fihally made it hack to oor sor+e, Pad 
shot himsel-f ih the bathroom, ahd Mom seht me 
dowh to the store to get him some medicihe for 
his stomach. 


Bot the labels wereh t ih E-hglish, so X got 
him somethihg that eitherCURESdiarrhea or 

CAUSES it. 























"The medicihe didh + seen +o work, so we had +o 
lis+eh +o Pad moahih^ ahd ^roahih^ all hi<^|vh 


X oh a movie ih ry room +o "try ahd drowh ou+ 
+he soohd. Bu+ my room was o^eh +o +he outside, 
so +he secohd X "turhed oh +TeTV, a buheh of 
moths flew ih ahd swarmed "the screeh. 
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Vie had +o -turh af-f +he +eleVisioANDall +he 
lam^>s ih +Ke su+e so +he mo+hs would -fly tack 
ocrta'de. He ahd Rodrick ehded u^> s^>ehdih0 half 
+Ke W^K+Jus+ srHih^ -there ih +he dark. 


X was ^>re-Hy -tired ahyway, so X -figured X d "try 
+o get a good hight s slee^>. But as sooh as X 30+ 
ihto ted; "the music started u^> oh the Vlild Side of 
the resort. Ahd those guys partied aiWlGHTT. 



Xhe crazy thihg is, uhtil that ^>oiht X had 
forgotteh that it was actual I^O-lRlSTMAS. X 
didh t khow where -this vacatioh was headed; tutit 
seemed +0 me that there was howhere +0 op tUP. 


























CHIRP! 


CHIRP f 


CHIRP' 


CHIRP' 


CHIRP.' 


CHIRP! 


VJedhesda 


X probably could ve sle^+ -for -four+eeh Kours^ but 
X was awake a+ -+Ke crack of dawh because of +he 
racke+ a buhcbi of -ironical birds were nakihg righ-t 
outside ny wihdow. 


VJKeh X <30+ ou+ of bed> Hon was already awake. 
SKe said Pad s^ehi all hi^K+ ih +He ba+hroon 
ahd +ba+ we heeded +o leave so Ke could ca+cH u^> 
oh \\is sleeps. 


X was defihiiely ready for a fresh s+ar+, so X 
^>u+ oh ny ba+Kih^ sm'+ ahd beaded for +he door. 
Bu+ Hon said ne ahd Rodrick heeded +o nake our 
beds ahd s+raigh+eh u^> -the roon. 
































X remihded Hon dha+ we were oh Vaca+ioh, ahd 
+Ke naid service would hahdle +h<v+ -for us. Bu+she 
said +W we wereh+^ohha live likANltHALS 
jus+ because we were oh Vaca+ioh. 



X +old Hon +Ka+ +Ke bes+ ^>ar+ of beihg oh 

soneohe else deah u^> a-f+er 
you, bu+ Hon said "tha+ "this week we were ^ohha 
deah u^> a-f+erOURSELVES. Xkeh she ^>u+ +he 
"Po Ho+ Pis+urb" s»ojr\ oh +he door so +he naid 
wouldh+eVeh cone ih+o +he roon. 


vaca-+ioh was havih^ 
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+o <je+ cleah 

towels ahd sheet’s, ahd she said we d wash "them ih 
the hathroon sihks, the sane way we were washihg 
our clones. 


X asked Mon how we were so^osed 


So Horn wash +jokihg aroohd aboot os doihg our owh 
laohdry. Xh -fart, Mahhy was ih the shk scrobbih^ 
a ^>air of Pad s ohderwear, ahd X'n pretty sore he 
was osihg Rodrick s toothbrosh to do it. 



Persohally, X thihk the best thihg aboot stayihcj 
ih a hotel is c^e+tih^ deah towels ahd sheet’s every 
day. Bui M on said hotels op throogh a toh of 
laohdry detergeht, ahd if we reosed our towels ahd 
sheets, we’d he savihg the ehVirohneht. 






















Xha+'s wheh X ho+iced -there were cords oil over 
the bothroon thot node you feel 
oskih^ for deoh stuff. 


Please consider your impact 
on the environment before 
asking for fresh towels. 




Mon soid we should oil heod down to "the beoch, 
but X wohted +o hohcj bock ohd toke o shower. 
"The truth is X wohted to toke n^IMEih 
there, ohd X khew if she wos ih the suite, she'd 
hossle ne obout usih^ too nuch ho+ woter. 
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Vlha+ was crazy about the shower was that it was 
completely opeh to the outdoors. Xt took a mihute 
+o ^et USED to that, because X was worried 
someohe micjht peek over -the wall. 



X ^uess there are people who are comfortable 
beihg haked ri^ht out ih "the opeh, but trust me, 
X m hot ohe of "then. 


X dohtthihk it s right that you rBORN 
haked; because right away you re put ih ah 
embarrass'hg situatioh. 
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Ohce X 30+ used +0 +Ki's o^>eh-Air shower "thih^, 
-though; X wasADDICTED. Xhe slower K«*d 
rtll "these drf-fenehrt se+tih^s, like "^ulse" Ahd 
"mASSA^e." X "tried 00+ every sihgle ohe, krt 
' Vrtihf<*ll” was ^rotdtly my -faVori-h. 



X mus+Ve s+Ayed ih -ihere -for -forty-five mihirtes. 
VJheh X was dohe, X s+e^ed ou+ of "the shower 
Ar»d ^>u"t oh my rote. Btrt wheh X "tried +0 ^>irt oh 
my righ"t slider, -there was some-thih^ tlockih^ 
my-foot. 







































































































X held "the slider ahd shook i+, ahd a cjiah-t - 
SPIDER droned out. 



If* was hoORDlNARY slider, ihoo^h- Xha+ 
-thih0 was as big as njdAND. VJheh i+ -fell +o 
■the -floor, X dinted u^> oh -the sihk so X wash+ 
oh -the sane level as rh 
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IveW a +hihg atoo+ sliders ever sihce X was 
seVeh years old. Ohe Sommer wheh X was ih our 
c^aracje, X -foohd some+hihg ih +he corher +ha+ 
looked like a co++oh tall, ahd X ^>oked r+ wr+h a 
troom Kahdle. 


Vlell, r+ wash+a co++oh tall. X+ was <fcGG SAC, 
ahd rt was -filled wi+h +hoosahds of tat^PIDERS. 



VlKeh X s+ar+ed school ih +he -fait "the -teacher had 
os -fill oo+ workshee+s where ohe of +he <^oes+iohs 
was wha+ we wah+ed +o te wheh we qrew op. 


E-Verytody wro+e "as+rohao+" ahd "ve+erihariah" ahd 
ahd s+off like +ha+. Bo+ ho"ME. 
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What's your favorite color? 



BLUE 



What’s your favorite animal? 

DOG 



What do you want to be when 
you grow up? 

Exterminator 







Nowadays, wheheVer X see a slider, i+ Takes me 
right back +o wheh X was seVeh. X doh+eVeh like 

reading about seders. 


XII tell you this— i-f X were ohe o-f -the characters 
ih "Charlotte’s Vleb/' it would've beeh a Very 
short took. 
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X -floured wi+hMY lock, +he ^iah+ slider oh 
+he ba+hroom -floor wasVENONOUS. X Ve 
redd +h<*+ some sliders bi+e their ^>rey, theh 
wra^> them o^> so they cah eat them olive, which 
does NOT soohd like o whole lot of foh. 



Tor some reasoh, -the slider wash + makihcj a move. 
Either it thought it was camouflaged oh -the marble 
floor ahd X cooldh+SEEit, or it was -tryih^ to 
figure ou+ what +o do hext, jos+ like X was. 


X thought about throwihg ny slider a+ i+, but X 
was herVoos X might miss ahd make f+lAD. Ahd 
eVeh if XDIDU+ i+, the slider probably wooldh’t 
have dohe airy damage +o this thihg. 
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X called oo+ for Pad +o cone Kel^> me, l)o+all 
X 30+ Wk was a weak cjroah -from Us Wdroom. 
Xka+'s wKeh X renentered +KPHONE. X dialed 
Sli , l)o+ Xjos+ 30+ sone prerecorded message. 



Xhe pHohe Had all +Hese o+Her t>o++ohS, l)o+ hohe 
of +He op+iohs were a <^rea+ -fi+ for +ke s+oa+ioh 
X was ih. So X pressed +He ohe -for ' Room 
Service/’ fcecaose X -floored +Ha+ was close ehoocjH. 

































































A tady ahswered, ahd X "told her about -the slider 
problem ahd how X heeded her to sehd someohe 
QUICK. Bert either X was talkihg too -fast or 
-there was some lahguage cohflusioh, because all she 

was m^REAKFAST 



ke^t askihg For 



F-Veh+ually, X gave u^> ahd just ordered scrambled 
eggs ahd a side of bacoh. X hohes+y didh+care 
WWAT it "took +o get someohe to come, as lohg as 
-they came FAST. 


VJheh X huhg u^> -the ^>hohe, -the hoise Jolted the 
slider, which rah across -the -floor ahd stored 
right ih Froht of the sihk. 


hiow this thihg was eVey-CLOSER, ahd X was 
+00 scared +o move. 
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X stood -frozeh for atout fifteeh mhutes, tarely 
treathih^. But theh the ^>hohe rahcj, ahd the soohd 
surprised me so much X almost lost my talahce. 



Xt was the room service waiter. He said he had 
come to our suite to deliver my food; tut there 
was a "Po Hot Pisturt" sic^h oh the door, so he 
turhed arouhd ahd weht tack to the kitcheh. 



Ill 































X +old Hi m +o comBACK+o iHe room ahd +H<*+ He 
Had ^ermissioh +o kick dowh +He door i-f He wah+ed. 

VJHeh X Hohg u^> iHe ^Hohe, +He slider s+utr+ed 
ruhhihg arouhd agaih, ahd X was worried i+ was 
gohha -figure ou+ wHere X was ahd come gei me. 

X looked arouhd +o see i-f -tHere was ahyiHihg X 
could use ioDEFENDryselA Hu+ iHe ohly iHihg 
wiiHih arms reacH was a glass oh iHe sihk. 


X realized iHai i-f iHe s-pid er came close ehougH, 
X migHi He able ioTRAP ii. Sure ehougH, ii rah 
rigHi HeheaiH me. Ahd wHeh ii did, X mahaged 
glass oh 
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Xhe solder wr^led diroohd ihside +He ^lass, bu+ i+ 
cooldh+^e+OUT. X <jo+ dowh off -+He sihk real 
slow ahd backed oo+ of +he bd+broon, kee^ihg ohe 
tyt oh +he slider. Bu+ wHeh X +urhed +o leave, X 
smashed rigH+ ih+o +heWAITER. 



All +he hoise ^o+ +he solder moVih^ d^aih, ahd 
i+ +ook +he ^Us^a/ITM i+. A+ first X wash+ 
worried; because i+ was s+ill traced ihslde. Xheh 
r+ crawled over +KeDRAlN where the floor 
di^ed dowh a li++le, ahd +ha+ ^aVe 1+Just 
+o wi^leOUT. 
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*Ttat s wheh X -foohd out the room service oyy tad 
the same problem with sliders ttat X did. 




X khew it was u|)+one+o deoil with this tta^ 
so X tried +0 tra^> it with the cover -for the -food. 
But the slider was zigza^girig aOVERthe 
^>lace, ahd it wash t easy. 










































































Flhally, X caoc^H+ +Ke slider by ^ihhih^ i+ a^aihs+ 
+Ke wall. X didh+ really khow wHa+ +o (NEXT, 
because +Ke second X lif+ed +Ke -food cover, +Ka+ 
+Kih<^ was ^ohha be of/ ahd rohhih^ a^aih. 


Tkeh X ho-Hced +Ka+ ohe of +he slider’s le^s was 
s+ickih^ halfway oo+ from ohder -the lid. 



X "tried +o move +he lid +o cover +he whole slider, 
bu+ X ^oess X pressed +oo hard, because +He leg 


fell OFF. 


The slider droned oh+o +he floor, ahd how i+ 
was goihg NUTS. X was ruhhihg aroohd oh my 
+y+oes, -tryihg +o make sore X didh+geBlT. 
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"Theft the slider made d-lUGEnistake. Xt dinted 
oftto the rin of -the toilet, aftd X kftocked it ift 
the towl with ny sli^^er Aftd sUnned the lid shot. 
"Theft the room service goy fiWshed it off. 



X gotta say, the two of os node a pretty good 
tean. Aftd if X eVetDO start that externiftator 
tosiftess, X night have to look this goy o^>. 
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After ny ehcoohter with the slider, X was 
pretty ea^er te ^et out of the room. X ^ratted 
the roA-p of the resort to fihd my way to the 
beach, tot X ^ot lost ahd ehded u^> at the wall 
that separates the two sides. 


X ^uess X ohderstahd why they d wahha kee^> 
kids off the other side. But if you ask me, it kihd 
of seemed like overkill. 
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X started +o wohder if the room keys were 
actually trackih^ devices. Xha+ way, if ahy kids 
shock over, they could ^>ut a sto^> to it. 



VlKeh X 30+ +o the beach, i+ WdBACKED with 
•families. X decided the real reasoh -the wall was 
boil-t was +o protect - the couples oh tHe)THER 
side -from seeihg wha+ was ha^ehih^ olOUR side. 


Because i-f -they khew wha+ -they were ih -for, theres 
ho CHANCE-they d have kids of their owh. 
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Mom had reh-ted ohe of -those covered cabahas -for 
our -family -to share. X wasrrt crazy about -the idea 
of sharihg aBEDwith "the rest of my -family. But 
X talked mysel-f ihto it, because at least X d be 
out of the suh. 




























































X remembered -the beach cabahas -from -the video 
-they flayed oh -the shottle bos. "They showed some 
cookie havihg a romahtic -time watchihg -the soh set. 



Vlell, maybe -tha+s how it was oh the)TMER 
side o-f the resort, bot ovOURS, it was a 
whole di-f-fereht story. 
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Mom -told me ahd Rodrick she was takihg Mahhy 
+o the bathroom ahd that" we heeded to stay ih 
the cabaha. Mom said she <jot the last ohe ahd i-f 
we cyWe it u^>, somebody else would c^rab it. 


Ohe of the -families that was waitihcj w«WAY 
overdressed for the beach. X recoghized the older 
kid from the "Treasure Pive the day \>t-fort. X 
<^uess hobody told these ^eo^le you re hot su^osed 
to wear wihter clothes ih hi'hety-de^ree weather. 


This family looked like they could really use some 
shade, ahd X -felt kihd of guilty. So X tried hot to 
make eye cohtact. 
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E-Veh+oAlly, Mom Ahd Mdthhy cAme {Mick, Ahd MAhiry 
rAh off +o colled seAshells. 


Mom broke oo+ -the sohscreeh Ahd s+Ar+ed ^>o++ih<j 
i+ oh me Ahd Rodrick. X was cjUd P^d wASh + 
-there, becAose he aIwa^s c^ets mAd wheh Mom does 
ihihcjs for os +^a+ he +hihks we shoold be Able +o 

do forOURSELVES. 



X Ackrtlly 4w'hk this is aII ^>Ar+ of Moms ^>Uh. 
X -figure she doesh +WAht os +o become +oo 
ihde^ehdeht, becAose +Keh we woh’4\IEEDher 
Uter oh. X do 4u'hk it coolBACKFlRE oh 
Mom, thoocjh. 
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Because if thihgs kee^> <y>h 0 the way they’re 
^oih^ how, -there s a cjood chahce me ahd Rodrick 
hot eVeh khowihcj 

our owh toehails. 


will op off +o college 


how +o cli^> 



"This is ohe of -the ways ahimals are differeht from 
^eo^le. Xh school X learhed that ohce a hear cub 
is about a year ahd a half old, its mother sehds it 
out ihto the wild to take care of itself. 
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Bu+ hunah beihcjs live wi+h "their ^dreh+s for 
eicjlrteeh YEARS Wore -they re ready +o op off 
iVy+o +he world. 

Xf Xn ever a ^areh-t, X*n ^ohha be like +he 
BEARS. first of all, X n hot ^ohha s^>ehd a lot 
of time teachih^ ny kids useless ihfornatioh, like 
the ABCs ahd colors ahd shades. 


Xhe secohd ny kid is old ehoucjh to cross the 
street safely ahd ^lace ah order at d fast-food 
restauraht, he s cjohha be out of the house. 



After Mon lathered Rodrick uf>, she told hin he 
should op +o -the "leeh Zohe dhd "try to cohhect 
with sone kids his age. 
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X didh+ +KiV»jc Rodrick would be iVy+eres-ted, but he 
weh+ +o check r+ ou+. Xha+ 30+ Horn all exerted; 
ahd she said X should hahg ou+ wrth +he -tweehs, 
who were oh -the beach doihg a scavehger huh+. 


Bu+ H- was ^>re-Hy obvious +0 me -tha+ -the "scavehger 
huht' was reallyjus-t a beach cleahu^> ih disguise, ahd 
X didh+waht ah^PART ih +ha+. 



VJheh Rodrick leAt X was cjlad, because +ha+ 
meah+ more room ih -the cabaha -foME. But a 
mhu+e la+er Pad showed u^> lookih^ really -pab 


125 




































X thought he might still i)e dealihg with stomach 
issues, but it wash t that. He said wheh he weht 
+o use the toilet ih our room, -there was a giaht 
SPIDER uhderheath "the seat. So X guess we 
didn't get rid of it after all. 



X asked Pad what ha^ehecNEXX, ahd he said 
he whacked "the slider with a bathrobe that was 
oh the -floor. So there goes airy chahce X m gohha 
wear THAT thihg agaih. 

X asked him if h^SILLEDthe slider, ahd he 
said he washt sore. \\e said the s^ideVANlSHED 
after he hit it. 
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VJell, Pad's story pretty much cjuarahteed that X 
wouldh tbe us'h0 oorBATVlROOr^i a <^aih, either. 
Luckily, "there was ah outdoor shower by the ^ool. 


Pad seemed pretty shakeh u^> by what ha^ehed 
with "the slider, ahd Horn said he should lie 
dowh ahd take a -few dee^> breaths. "That's wheh 
Mahhy came back with his beach ^ail, ahd he 
showed Horn what he had collected. 


X thihk Horn was ex^ectih^ there to be a buhch 
oh seashells ih the bucket, but it was hilled to the 
brim with hermit crabs, shails, ahd all sorts oh 

OTHER Iivih0 thih^s. 
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Ahd he>w -+Kese e:rea-+ures were crawlihg all over our 

MATTRESS. 


Mon scooped u^> +Ke crrHers ih+o +Ke i>ucke+ 
ahd "fold Mahhy Ke couldh + kee^> +Kese +Kih<^s as 
PETS, W Ke didh+seen +o uhders+ahd. "TKeh 
sKe +ook +Ke bucke+ dowh +o +Ke wa-ter +o le+ 
+Ken op. 



Mon heeded a w ay +o dis+re\c+ Mahhy, so sKe "took 
Kin dowh +o +Ke A^Kvi+ies +o see wKa+ kihd 
of s+uff +Key Kad for IrhHe kids. X wah+ed +o do 
nore "tKahJus+ lie aroohd ih a e:aWva all day, so 
X lacked aloh^ wi+K Mon. 
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The ohe ac-tivHy X really had ny heart - se+ oh was 
swi'nmih0 wrth dol^hihs. Ahd "the naih reasoh X 
wahted +o doTHAT was so X d have sone+hih^ +0 
roh ih Rowley s -face wheh X 30+ hack hone. 



Bo+ +he <yjy a+ -the Activities Hot said that 
swinnihg with dol^hihs was really ^o^olar ahd i+ 
was totally hooked. Hon asked if we coold siojr\ 
far -the NEXT day, hut the ^uy told her it was 
sold 00+ for -the whol<WEEK. 
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ThAt wASh t the worst ^>Art, either. All the really 
FUN Stuff, like Jet skiihg Ahd ^ArASAilihg, was 
ohly available oh the Vlild Side. Ahd aII tHeAME 
Activities were oh the Mild Side. 

Ml.Ill 

MILD SIDE * 
ACTIVITIES 

DOLPHIN SWIM BIRD-WATCHING 

WINDSURFING SNORKELING 

PADDLE BOARDING NATURE WALK 

TURTLE HATCHING BANANA BOAT 

I I I II I I I I I I I I I 

But Hon didh t seen bothered. She sighed us u^> 

•for TWO Activities, the WvAhA boat Ahd the 
turtle hAtchihg. 


Mon was ESPECIALLY excited a tout the bahaha 
boat. She SAid we could use the picture as our 
■family ChristmAS cArd Ahd sehd it out to eVeryohe 
wheh we ^ot tack hone. 
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X+ seemed like a ^>re-Hy corhy idea HfelEj tu+ X 
<yjtss ho+Hihcj coold be as tad as "the Chris+mas 
card Rowley s -family seh+ +Kis year. 



Wo-Ho-Wope your family 
’ has a Merry Christmas! 


Mom -fold me X heeded +o op op\ Rodrick, so X 
used "the ma^> +o fihd my way +o +Ke X^eh Zohe. 
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Bu+ X probably could Ve fouhd i-WlTWOUT a ma^>. 



Some of "the +eehs were ^lay'h^ Volleyball ih +Ke 
^ool, ahd Rodrlck was ohe of+^ en. £»u+ +Ke ^ane 
was paused because ohe of +b>e <yrls ^o+ \\tr li^> 
rihg s+uck ih -the he^ ahd Kodrick was hel^ihg 
her <^e+ uh+ah^led. 






























































X +old Rodrick we heeded +o op, to+ Ke didh+ 
seen +o te ih ahy Kwry +o leave. X -fihally 30+ Kin 
+o cone wr+K ne, bi/+ X practically Kad -6RAG 
Kin away -from Kis Volleyball opr 


*ne. 


VJe ne+ eVeryohe else dowh by +Ke wa+er, wKere 
+Key were ^e-t+ih^ -frtted -for life jackets. Hon 
<^aVe Ker canera to +Ke ppy wK o was Kdpih0 
+Ken ahd asked Kin to Shap a picture wKeh we 
passed by. 



Vie 30+ ih -tKe water ahd dinted aboard tKe 
bahaha boat, wKicK was attacKed to a speedboat 
by a rope. Vie cjave tKe driver -tKe tKunbs-up 
sicjhal, ahd we look off. 
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Ohce we left the shallow water, we started to ^>ick 
o^> s^eed. "The water was kihd of cho^y, so it was 
hard holding oh. Theh we hit a big wave, ahd all 
-three of os boys weht flyihg off. "The driver had 
+o circle aroohd so we could get back oh. 



Vlheh we got moVihg agaih, we weht through the 
area where they had a water tram^olihe, ahd kids 
started osihg our bahaha boat as (TARGET. 
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"Theh ohe s+o^id kid lahded smack ih "the middle of 
our boa+ ahdPUNCTURED rl\ 



"The tahaha toa+ was losihg air -fast, ahd +he driver 
had +o -+ow os tack +o shore. "The ^oy +ha+ Horn 
<^aVe her camera +o +ook a picture., to+ X kihd of 
doubt we re ^ohha use i+ for our Christmas card. 


& yneetutcft 
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After we dried af-f, Horn said we should ^et some 
luhch. But the couple -from the ^>lahe had already 
takeh our cabaha, ahd eatihg outdoors o^aih 
didh t seen like such a ^ood idea ahyway. 



X realized we hadn 't eateh a real meal -for two 
DAYS, ahd X didh t wahha eat anywhere that X 
had to worry about ahimals attackihg my -food. 


Pad said we should op to the ^ol-f clubhouse, 
because it was the ohly ihdoor restauraht oh the 
resort. '^J/tryo'nt seemed to like that idea, so 
that’s where we weht. 
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But wheh we ^ot to th e clubhouse, the naha^er 
said they couldn 't serve os. \\t Sdiid the clubhouse 
had a dress code ahd that c^uys had to wear 
collared shirts ahd woneh had to wear dresses. 



Pad told the nahac^er we didh HAVE those 
thirds, ahd the naha^er said that we could 
purchase then at the <yft sho^>. But Pad said 
collared shirts cost -fifty dollars each ahd there 
was ho WAY he was ^ohha boy -four ofi thenjost 
so we could have lohch. 


So we had to -fihd ahother ^>lace to eat. Fodrick 
wahted +o Just have some hot do^s ih +he Jeeh 
Zohe, but Hon said she wahted +o eat lohch as 
a FAMILY. 
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X was ^re-Hy sure they served burgers ahd -fries 
at the swin-u^) bar at the ^>ool, so we weht there 
+o check i+ out. But X had secohd thoughts about 
eatihg at -the ^ool ohce we ordered. Xt was like 
havihg a meal ih a bathtub with a buhch of ^eo^le 
you doh tkhow. 



Ahd it wash t Jus-lPEOPUE, either. Xhere was 
actually a DONKEY sittihg at the other ehd of 
the bar. 
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P4 disked the hdirtehder dihout the mohkey, dihd 
she told os the whole sod story. She Sdiid this 
mohkey osed to live ih <* big -1ree oh the resort with 
bohch ofOTl-ER mohkeys, dthd he wdis kihd 
of like their ledger. But theh thiVOUNGER 

mohkey cdine dtlohg <*hd kicked hi™ oot. 



"The mohkey didhth«Ve <*hy ^Uce to ^0, so ohe day 
he cdime to the W, dihd people started boyih^ hi™ 
drihks. Ahd he s beeh co™ihg back every day sihce. 


X redilly didht khowWl-l/^T to thihk after 
hearih^ <* story like that. 
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All X khew for sore was -tha-t X didn 't -feel cereal 
abort ea-tih^ luhch while srttih^ ih mohkey wa+er. 


There was some sort of big shorts cjame oh +he 
TV, ahd eVeryohe a+ -the tar seemed really ih-to 
rt. Bu+ somehow Hahhy ehded u^> wrth "the remo+e 
coh-trol, ahd he charged "the chahhel -to a show 
for li+He kids. 



E-Veryohe wah-ted Hahhy -to charge -the chahhel 
BACK, btrt wheh Hahhy wah+s -to wa+ch ohe of 
his shows, -tros+ me, -there s ho+hih^NYONE 
cah do abo/t i+. 


































"The ^eo^>le at the tor were ready HBlOT, so 
Mom scooped Mahhy u^> ahd we 30+ ou+ o-f there 
Wore X eVeh -fiWshed my border. 



&LOS^ 


1 


4^Jvf 


'T /r^.. . WW 


Rodrick weht tack to the Xeeh Zohe, ahd Mom 
ahd Pad took Mahhy to the suite so he could take 
a ha^>. 
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X really didh+wah+ +o op tack +o -the room ahd 
risk ruhhih^ ih+o -tha+SPlDER acjaih, so X decided 
+o s^ehd "the rest of -the af+erhooh ih -the arcade. 


X had +o make +he coihs Xd collected ih "the 
"treasure Pive las+ -two ahd a half hours. Bu+ 
-there were some kids ih -the arcade who cooldVe 
las+ed for DAYS ih -there wrthou-t s^ehdihg all of 
-their mohey. 



VJheh rt started to ^et dark, X -ficyjrt^ X 
should head tack to -the room. But X rah ih+o 
Mom, Pad, ahd Mahhy oh -the foo+^a+h halfway 
te-tweeh -the arcade ahd our tuildih^. 
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Morn said we were dll <y>hhd op dowh +o d Koh-fire 
oh +Ke KedcK, dhd d-f+er +^»d+, we were ^ohhd 
wd+cK +Ke +orHe Kd+cKih^. Bo+ -firsi we heeded 

+o 6hd RODRICK. 


XKs +ime weALLweht ihto +Ke "leeh Zohe +o 
look -for Kin. By how i+ wds ^>re-Hy ddrk, +KoygK; 
SO i+ WdSh + edsy +o s^>o+ Kin. But wKeh \CflD,, 

X doh++K«hjc Ke wds "too -grilled +0 see os. 



Oh -tKe wdy +o +Ke KedcK, Morn -hold Rodrick +Kis 
wds d FAMILYVdcd-Koh, dhd i+ WdSh++Ke +irne or 
^>ldce -for "+eehdcje rorndhee." 
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Rodrick said +Ws +U3 Wi+K +H e ^irl was 
SERIOUS Ahd +Hey ^>Uhhed to s^>ehd 

•time as +hey coo 


Id together. 


as moci 


K 


X was kihd of sor^n'sed, WcAose X +Koo^K+ 
Rodrick woold be torhed off ty the whole ideA of 
ronAhce Af+er s^ehdiVvj a few dAys a+ -the resorh 
Vlho khows? MAyke ohe dAy he II he Wk to +Ki’s 

^Ace wrtV» HIS fAmity. 



Vie <^o+ dowh +o the beAch; where a bohch of 
fAmities Ud ^A+hered Aroohd a bohfire. Bot the 
ex^eriehce WASht foh becAose of thBUGS. At 
first it was the ^hAts, which flew ih oor eyes 
Ahd mooths. 
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”Theh it was the sahd fleas, which hit our ahkles. 
Ar>d theh it was th^OSQUlTOES, which 



VJhoeVer came u^> with the idea of callihg this ^lace 
' paradise' mustve had a cjood sehse of honor. 
Back home, humah keihgs are at the to^> of the 
•food chaih. But at Xsla de Corales, everything 
eats PEOPLE. 













X was de-fihitely ready to op tack to the room, 
because at least THERE X ohly KacI to deal 
with ONEbu^. But theh the hature ^uide cane 
through Ahd said Ahyohe who sighed u^> to see the 
turtle hatchihg heeded to -follow her to th e duhes. 

The hature c^uide ex^laihed what we were about to 
see. She said that a mother turtle digs a hole ih 
the sahd duhes Ahd theh lays eggs ih it, Ahd a -few 
mohths later, the egg^-IAT"CH. Xheh the baby 
turtles head to the oceah. 


She showed us a little -pile o-f white eggs buried ih 
the duhes Ahd said there werEOTS o-f pies just 
like this ohe. She said the problem was that we 
doh t khow exactly WHEN the eggs will hatch. 
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Xt was DARK ou+, dhd X wds dfrdid X was 
^ohhd dccidehtdlly ste^> oh dh e<^0. So X took d 
•few ste^s Wk to ^et out of the wd y, dhd wheh 
X did; somethih^ cruhched uhder ny -foot. 



Luckily it wds Just d sedshell. But still, rw 
storndch wds ihKNOTS. 


X m hot d frith of reptiles ih ^eherdl, tut X 
decided X would mdke dh exce^tioh -for turtles. 

Let s fdce it’ The ohly redsoh we were out there 
to wdtch the bdiy turtles hdtch wds hecduse 
they re CUTE. 
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'Xrosi me, i-f +Us wrtS (SNAKE Krt+cUhg, rt 
would be <* +o+rtlly drf-fereh+ sr+urt+ioh. 



Jus+ wb»eh X wrts ge+tihg rertdy +o "hell Horn we 
sKould give u^> rthd go brtck +o our room, +Ke eggs 
s+rtr+ed b»rt+cKihg ohe by ohe. 







Everybody cjo+ really exa+ed; bt/+ ihe harture c^oide 
+old os rto s+ay cjoiert ahd ^e+ otrt of rthe way. She 
said +he rtorHes fihd rtheir way +o +he oceah by 
seeihg -the moohli^hrt reflecHh^ oh rthe warter. 


Burt eVeryohe labored rthe harture c^uide ahd rturhed 
oh rtheir cell ^>hohes, ahd rthe camera lights made 



Mom was really eh+hosiasrtic; because she said we 
were wirthessihg rthe "miracle of life." She asked 
where Rodrick was, tot ho ohe khew. Pad said 
rthe las+ rtime he saw Rodrick, he was ih rthe rtall 
grass ih rthe duhes. 
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Aod S where we -foohd Kim. 



*Tha+ SHOULD VE beeh +he ehd of +he W^K+j 
bi/+ i+ wash +. Vlheh we <y>+ back +o +he room, we 
■foohd ou+ +U+ Hahfy had ^>ocke+ed ohe of +he 
bab^ +or+les while ho ohe was lookih^, so Pod had +o 
briha i+ all +he way back +o +he beach +o se+ i+ -free. 
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Xk»rsd< 
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X 0oess Horn wash++oo ta^y wi+K "the w«y oor 
■fdimly VdicdrHoh w<*s 0oih0 so -fdir, tecoiose di-f+er 
bredik-fosi she sail'd she w<*s ^ohhoi -take <* "s^><* ddiy." 


Xh<*+ soohded like dGREAT idedi +o me, dihd X 
+old Horn X Wdis 0Ohhdi +<*0 diloh0. X Ve dilwdiys 
w<*h+ed +o 0e+ <x rmxsstxOjt, <»hd X -figured "this w<*s 
my i)i0 cKohce. 



Bo+ Horn Sdud she heeded "time -tWERSELF dihd 
•the res+ of us were oh oor owh. Xh«+ mediiWE 
had +o workh Mahhy. 
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Ohce Mon le-f-t, tKe +Kree of us -tried -to -figure 
out wKa+ +o do. Mahhy was +00 nucK "to Kahdle, 
so X suggested we jus+ dro^> Kin off a+ tKe 
"toddlers' Cabaha ahd let tKe ^eo^le wKo worked 
tKere deal wrtK Kin. 



Pad liked tKat idea, because Ke said Ke wahted 
+o get ih a workout at tKe gyn. He -told ne ahd 
Rodrick we were res^>ohsible for gettihg Mahhy -to 
tKe "Toddlers* Cabaha, ahd tKeh Ke le-fit. 


"TKe ^>atK "took us rigKt ^>ast tKe wall tWt 
separated our Kalfi firon tKe Vlild Side. X guess 
sone kids were tryihg -to get a 
over +Kere, but tKe lahdsca^ers ^>ut a sto^> to it. 


^eek at wKat was 
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X asked Rodrick wHa+ He -tHou^Ht was oh +He 
o+Her side, ahd He said He alreadyKNEW. H e 
said some of His f riehds ih -tHe ”Teeh Zohe -hold 
Him +Ha+ allSORTS of crazy stuff ^oes oh 
over tHere ahd tHeres eVeh a teacH wHere ^eo^le 
suhtatHe witHout ahy clones oh. 


He said tHere s aHOLEih tHe wall ahd if you look 
+Hroo^H it, you cah see -tHe otHer side. But X 
khew Rodrick was just -tryih^ +0 -trick me, because 
He s -hold me tHis kihd of tHihl^EFORE. 
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0 he summer wKeh we were a+ +Ke -towh ^ool, Ke 
+old me -+K<*+ if X peeked over +Kis cihderblock 
wall, X could see ih+o +Ke ladies’ locker room. 


Vlell, X BELIEVED Kim, ahd Xve beeh -tryih^ +o 

erase +Ka+ ima^e from my mihd ever sihce. 



Vie brou^Ki Mahhy +o +Ke "Toddlers Cabaha, 
ahd +Ke kids ihside were makih^ ^>o^e+s. X "told 
-tKe ^>ersoh ih 
bro+Ker off for +Ke day ahd we d be back la-ter. 


cKar^e 


we were 


drc 


??' h 3 


our IrhHe 


"TKe couhselor said "+Ke ohly recjuiremeht for a 
dro^-off was +Ka+ +Ke kid was ^o+iy—Iraihed, 
ahd X +old Kim +Ka+ Hahh^fVAS. 
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Bert Hahiry roust really not have wanted to make 
^>u^ets, because he 30+ himself out of it. 



Rodrick said X had +0 watch Manny b^lYSELF, 
because he was gonna go check out the activities 
in +he jeen Zone. But X knew he was just going 
there +0 meet u^> with that girl. 


X was hot ha^y that X got stuck with Manny. 
X didn 't want +0 take hi™ to the beach, because 
he d just start collecting ^ets again. 


So X took hi™ to the Pirate Play^lace, which was 
a splash zone for little kids. 
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X+ was AdxallyPERFECT, becAuse X could 
reUx oh a louh^e c^Air Ahd kee^> Ah eye oh t^Ahhy 
while he ^>Uyed. X eVeh ordered a grilled cheese 
SAhdwich Ahd some -frehch -fries -from a WAi+er who 
cAme by. 


Bu+ X WASh+Able +o ehjoy my meAl. Some kids oh 
-the mihiA+ure ^>irA-te sh^ -figured out +ha+ i-f +hey 
blocked ohe of^ -the WA+er cAhhohs, "they could mAke 
-the o+her ohe shoo+TWlCEAS -f<xr. 
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So X had +o move -to a louhcje chair -tha+ was 
•farther away. Btrt wheh X sa+ dowh, X realized 
X had los+ "trade o-lMANNY. X eVeh-tually 

S^o+ted him ih "the middle of "the wadih^ ^ool, all 
by himselX 



X khew X had "to ^o ih -there ahd <je-t him, wx 
really didn't WANT -to. Vlrth "the humber of li-t+le 
kids ih "the ^>ool, X khevEXACTLY wha+ was ih 
-tha+ wa+er. 


VJheh X was li-t+le, X used "to ^ee ih -the baby ^ool 
all -the TINE. Xh -fact, -theres a -framed ^ho+o of 
me ih "the -family room usih^ -the ^>ool as a ^o"Hy. 
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Mon says iVs Ker -faVorrle picture o-f me, because 
X look soHAPPY. But X Ve heVer -told KetWMY. 



Ohe summer, +hey ^></t some cHemical ih "the ^>ool 
+Ka+ "turhed cjreeh i-f ahyohe ^>eed. So +Ka+ ^>u+ ah 
ehd +o1W. 






















X deeded +o -figure otr+ <x w« y +o ^e+ +o Mahhy 
wi+Koo+ -touchih^ +He w<*+er, so X -fouhd « r<*-f+ 
ahd a^>ool hoodie ahd -peddled ou+ +0 Un. 



Bu+ X ohly mode i+ hal-fway across wHeh a kuheh 
of li++le kids decided i+ would te -fob +0 dint oh+o 
ry ra-f+. X "hied figW+ihg +Ken of-f wi+h +ke 
hoodie, tu+ "there were Jus+ +otiANY of +hen. 
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Theft "they "bertmed u^> +o fli^> HOVER. 



X 30+ Hahhy out of "the ^>ool aftd "theft s^eft+ 
-tweMy rmVurtes scrvbtiftg every iftch of ry tody ift 
■the oo+door shower. 



Bu+ five secoftds after X f'ftished dryiftg off, 
X was WET a^aift. The kids ift the pirate sh^> 
figured out -that - if "they ^lu^edTWOcaftftofts, 
-they could <^e+ soneSERlOUS raft^e. 
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VlKile X was dryih^ off (SECOND "Kme, we 
bumped ih+o Hon. Ar»d af+er her morhihg a+ +he 
s^>a, she seemed like a whole hew ^trscfa. 


She said +ha+ while she was ^e+Hh^ her massage, 
she cane u^> with (GREAT idea Tor how we could 
s^ehd "time as a -family. She hooked a private cruise 
•for all of us, ahd she said the boa+ was ^ohha be 
at the dock ih half ah hour. 
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XKa+ wash + a lot of +ime, so we Kad to s^>li+u^> 
+o track dowh Pad ahd Rodrick. X "told Hon 
+Ka+ Pad was at +Ke ^yn, so sKe weh+ tKere io 
^et Kin. 


X fouhd Rodrick exac My wKere X expected to, 
ahd believe ne, Ke owes ne -for hot le+tihcj Hon 

^e+ +o UFIRST. 



Vie net Hon ahd Pad dowh at +Ke dock. Pad 
washt+oo Ka^y wi+K Hon, because a^areh+ly 
+K.S boa+ cost a lot of nohey +o reh+. But Hon 
said i+ wasWORTWit, because +Kis cruise was 
^ohha be +Ke Ki^KligKt of our +ri^>. 


VlKeh X Kear +Ke word "cruise," X tKihk of a 
yacK+ or a+ least a sou^ed-u^> sailboat. 
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"the boA+ Hon reh+ed didh + look like 


<*vy+Uh0 s^ecidil. 



"The boA+ CAme Wl‘+h i+S OWh CA^+Aih, so X $otss 

+Ka+ was SOMETHING. VJheh we ^o+ oh boArd, 
He Krthded os aII life jAcke+s, Ahd After we ^>t/+ 
tHem oh, we polled awa^ -from +Ke dock. 

"The firsi -tHihg X hoticed was +Ka+ +He boA+ H«d 
a ^Uss bottom, wHicH X was hot comfortable witH 
At ALL 
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"This t>oa+ didh + look like f+ was ih such ofz<x\ 
staf>e +o begih with, so X was worried +ta ^Uss 
was ^ohhA crAck Ahd we were aII ^ohhA sihk +o 
+Ke i>o++om of "the oceAh. 


Xh fAc+^ if X h<*d +o cjuess, X II be+ 50 % of aII 
shipwrecks Are cjUss-bo+toro W+s Jus+ like +ta 
ohe we were oh. 
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Ohce we <^o+ ot/t oh "the oceah, "the ca^>+aih disked 
Mon where she wahted "to op. "The ca^>+aih sou'ci 
■there were some ^>riva+e islahds we could explore, 
dihd Mon said we should op "to ohe oTT-lOSE. 


But i+ -turhed out -the "^riva+e" islahds wereh + 
really ^riva+e, so we didh + ho+her s+ickih^ dirouhd. 



"The ca^>+aih Sdiid "there wdts«» ree-f hearty +ha+ 
w<*sh + usually crowded ahd we could do some 
shorkelihg. 

"That" nedih"t we d have "to op ihto "the actual oceah 
with all +heOTMERsWf swimmihg arouhd ih 
-there, so X wash + ih love wi+h "the idea. But 
hotody else seemed cohcerhed. 
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Ohce we cjo+ oo+ +o "the reef, -the cA^+aih droned 
Ahchor, Ahd he hahded os each a shorkel, a mask, 
Ahd some fleers. 


X asked if he had a^vRARPOONS or o+her 
weA^ohs -tha+ we coold ose +o defehd ourselves 
•from sharks. 



He SAid sharks doh+ op heAr -ihe reefs, krt X SAid 
X d he+ i-f "they saw a defehseless fAmily s^Ushihg 
Aroohd, "they d he ha^y +o mAke Ah exce^+ioh. 


He "told os -the reASoh -tha+ sharks doh’-tcome hear 
-the reefs is +ha+ -the coral SHARP ahd +ha+ 

WE shooldh-t-touch rt, ei+her. 
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was theFlRST red -fla^. Bert it ^ot a 
whole lotWORSE. 


He said there was a ^re-Hy cjood chahce we d see 
some stihgrays uhderwater. He said it waOKto 
touch their -fihs tut we should kee^> our thumbs 
away -from their mouths, because they cah mistake 
them -for -food ahd bite them deah erf-f. 


^(hehhe said the stihgrays tails are ^>oisohous, so 
we should probably watch out -forTl-lOSE, too. 
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"The ca^taih washtflNlSHED, thoo^h. b|e 
said "there were a bohch oOTWER+hiV^s we 
heeded "to look out for. Theh he showed os what" 
eVerythihg looked like oh a bi^ chart. 


» A PELIGRO 



"There was some scary stoff oh that" thihg, hot" it" 
washt" the BIGGEST crea-tores that" freaked me 
oot, it" was t-heSMALLEST ohe. Ahd that" was 
the BOX JELLYFISH. 
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X saw +his show called ' Vlorld s Hos+ Vehomoos 
Crea+ores/' ahd -they had +he hox Jellyfish a+ 
+he +o^> of +he list. Xf you <^e+ s+uhg hy ohe, 
your hear+ cah s+o^>; ahd +heh you re ^>re++y 
much fiWshed. 


WORLD’S MOST VENOMOUS 1 

*i 

^0 
-nJ box 

1 ^JELLYFISH 


X "told Hon X didh++hihk i+ was wor+h riskihg 
dea+h Jus+ +o see a goldfish ih +he wild. X +hihk 
she could Hell X was worried; bu+she wouldh + le+ 
me off +he hook +ha+ easy. 


She said X Jus+ heeded +o ^e+ ih +he wa+er lohg 
ehough +o -fake ohe fanily ^ic+ure ahd +h eh X 
could ^et hack ih +he hoa+. 
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Mon s+ill wah+ed +ha+ ^Ko+o -for +he CHris+nas 
cord; ahd X could +ell sHe wash+^ohha lake ' ho 
■for ah ahswer. 



X +old Mon X d s+<y ih Jus+ loh^ ehoucjh -for 
ONE ^ic+ufe, ahd i-f soneohe BLINKED, +ha+ 
was Jus+ +ou^K luck. She agreed, ahd +heh we cjo+ 
ih -the waier ohe ty ohe. X was "the las+ ^ersoh ih. 
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Xhe cA^+aih cooldh +-figure ou+ how +o work Hon s 
camera, ahd he was +akih^OREVER. 


X really didft + like "the feelihc^ of ho+ kvv>wih0 
wU was swimmihg uhderhea+h me, so X "took A 
^eek uhderwA+er. Xm <^Ud X did, because i+ was 
actually kihd of AMAZING. X could see why 
^eo^le liked srorkelih^ ahd scuta divihg so much. 









A i>'3 school of blue ahd career* fish surrouhded 
me, ahd -the fish were dartihg all over the ^>lace, 
chah^ih^ directiohs -two -times a secohd. 

A+ firs+ X thought it waCOOL, tut theh 
X realized that -this is how ahimals behave wheh 


-they re -tryih^ -to avoid (PREDATOR. 



X didn't see airy sharks uhderwater, so X started 
scahWh^ -the surface forflNS. 


Xhe ca^taih fihally figured out Horn s camera ahd 
was ready to take our picture, but X was already 
swimmihg for -the boat. 
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Jus+ a sea Horse sworn rigH+ ih froh-+ of 
ry motsk, o»hd i+ surprised me. V\y shorkel di^ed 
beheo+K +he surface, othd X otccideh+ally -took a 
HUGE ^ul^> of wot+er. A^d X m * 15 % sure X 
swoillowed +He sea Horse 0kloh^/lTHi+. 



How X wdis ih oi full-Hlowh gothic. X "tHihk X 
mi^H+Ve Oic-hjoilly DROWNED if +Ke co^>+osih 

Hoidft + polled me u^> ih+o "the boorh 






























Ohce X was oh board, X couched o^> a lot erf 
water ho seat horses. 


Mom climbed aboard +o -fihd out what was wrohg. 
She could see X washt lookihg so ^ood, ahd she 
+old +he ca^>+aih we should op back +o +he resort 
so X could ^e+ checked out by a doctor. A^+er 
everybody else dinted ih, we headed back. 


Xhe ride was really cho^y, ahd i-f X hadh't 
ALREADY beeh sick, that would've dohe it. 



Vie made cjood time, ahd the ca^+aih droned os 
crf-f at the dock. 


He tad already called ataad +o +ta resor+s 
doc+or, wta was warh'h^ -for os. VJtah X +old Kin 
wta+ tad ta^ehed; X +K003K+ foSUREKe 

was ^ohha sehd me +0 +ta heares+ Hospital +0 ^e+ 
my stomacH X-rayed. 


Bot ta cKecked me 00+ ahd said X seemdcPK. 

Xtah ta told me it washtVery likely X swallowed a 
sea Korse ahd Xd Ke perfectly -fihe. 



about tta wKole tHihg. Xh fact, ta seemed a lot 
more cohcerhed witH Horn ahd Pad ttah ta did 

witH ME. 
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"The doctor took a look at them ahd said it 
looked like they were seasick. Xheh he ^aVe them 
each a ^ill ahd said they d -feel tetter after they 
^ot a little rest. 



All X cah say is, if ahythih^ ha^ehs to me later 
oh, X ho^e this doctor khows he had a chahce to 
DO someth^ about it, but DlDNT. 



Mom ahd Pad fouhd a few em^ty louh^e chairs by 
the ^>ool, ahd we sat dowh to rest. 
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Bu+ -theft +he Pirector of Fuft cAme -through with 
a coft^A lifte, Aftd he tried -to ^e- 1 us -tojoift. 


i •>> ^ rw n i 

# * ^ ^ ^HAK* yf?S\ 9 ^^—> 



He couldft+tttke a hift+^ +hoo^h^ Aftd ke^t drclift^ 
our AreA. But he stored cold wheft he ftoticed 

ift HAftftys y>ai"1 . 


sone+hift^ 































































X+ looked +oMEIike <x cledr ^Ls+ic bd^ flod+ih^ 
ih +he wd+er. Bu+ +bie Pirec+or of Fuh lif+ed +he 
^>dil +o +ake d closer look. 


X+ +urhed 00+ i+ wdsh +a ^>Us+ic bd<^ <ALL. X+ 
was a JELLYFISH. A^d ho+Jus+ANY 
wds <BOX iellyfisH. 


jellyfish, ei+her. X+ 



The Pirec+or of Fuh rdh +o +he hedres+ life^udrd, 
who s+dr+ed blowihg her whis+le. Theft dll +he 
o+her li-fe^udrds s+dr+ed blowiftojJTIElRS. Aftd 
you KdVe fteVer seeft so mdfty ^eo^le ^e+ 00+ of d 
^>ool so FAST. 
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My -family decided it mi^ht be a cjood idea -for os 
+o ^et oot of -there, +00. 


Oh our way back +0 the room, we hoticed that - 

shock of/ +0 hah^ out with that - <^irl, bot wheh 
we weht +0 the Xeeh Zohe, he wash't there. 

"That's wheh we realized hobody had seeh Rodrick 
ih a WHILE. Xh -fact, X didht remember him 
beih0 oh the boat ride back -from the ree-f. A^d 
heither did Horn or Pad. 


Rodrick wash t with os. Horn thought he ^roba 


I 7 t 








THa+ neaht He was s+ilDUT iHere. 


So we rah tack +o -+He dock as -fast as we could. 
Our toa+ was already out oh aho+Ker tri^, tut 

67 

toa+ ahd +old Hif Y > wHa+ Ha^ehed. Vie dinted oh 
toard +He s^eedtoai, ahd He -took us +o +He ree-f. 

Sure ehou^H; we fouhd Rodrick exactly wHere we 
le-f+H in. He waALlVE, tu+ He was as red as 
a LOBSTER. 




wHo operated +He tahaha 


Mon talked +o +He 


ISO 







VJheh we 30+ back +0 the resort, the doctor 
said Rodrick had suh ooisohihq ahd heeded +0 


drihk lots of water ahd <^et some rest. ”Theh he 
^aVe Horn a bottle of aloe to Kel-p Rodrick with 
Us burh. 



Bat the aloe didht really seem to Kel^> Rodrick. 

Mom seht Pad to the store to -fihd somethihcj -lhat 
would, ahd we s^eht the rest o-f the hight takih^ 
turhs rubbihg ^o^sicles oh Rodrick s back. 





































Friday 

Xhe hex+ norhih^, Pad weh+ ou+ +o cje+ aho+bier 
box of ^>o^sicles, ahd he cane back wi+h sone 
hews. He said +hey had draihed +he whole ^ool +o 
fihd +hejellyfish, ahd "they were jus+ s+ar+ihg +o 
refill i+. Bu+ i+ would be +KreDAYS before i+ 
was ready +o use. 



X +K0U3K+ i+ would be snar+ for us +0 bide ou+ ih 
+he sui+e for +he rest of +he "tri^, because ^eo^le 
would be lookihg for +he fanily who rm’hed everybody 
else s Vaca+ioh. Bu+ Hon said we wereh+cjohha 
s^ehd +he rest of our +ine ihdoors. 
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She -fold Pad Ke should -take Mahhy +o +he Pira+e 
Play^lace, ahd she “hold me +o see wha+ ac-HVrties 
were ^>lahhed iIh +he X^eeh Zohe. 


X didh + really wah+ +o qo hack ou+ -there, but X 
<^uess i+ was better thah riskih^ ahother ruh-ih 
with the slider. 



X weht dowh +o -the ^fweeh Zohe, ho^ihg the 
activity might he a Video game com^ettioh or 
somethihg like that. But the couhselor was 
roohdih^ eVeryohe u^> to ^layTENNlS. 


At -first X thought about turhihg arouhd, because 
X washtih -the mood to get all swea 
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’Theh X remembered -tRa-t Rowley ^>lays +ehWs a+ 
K.s cooh+ry dub, ahd X +Koo^K+ H" mic^rt be -fob 
for me +o learh so +^e -two of os cootd K•+ some balls 
aroohd over +Ke sommer. 



XKe coohselor who was or^ahizihg +Ke ^ame was 
hamed Rodrigo, ahd he "took os over +0 +he 
-tehhis coor+s. 
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X thought Rodrigo was goihg +0 stay ahd teach 
os how +0 ^>lay. B>ut the secohd we were all -through 
-the gate at -the tehhis court, hEOCKEDit. 



Xhats wheh X realized "these "activities" were 
just a way +0 get kids 00+ of -their ^>arehts hair 
■for a -few hours. 


Xhe tehhis court was a giah-CAGE, ahd we were 
basically ih ^>risoh -for -the hext hour ahd a half. 
Ahd we cooldh t eVeh -play -tehhis ahyway, because 
Rodrigo didht leave us wi-th ah^ACKETS. 


135 























He did leave us wrtfBALLS; -though. 'There must 
have beer -three hundred of "then ir a basket ir 
-the middle of -the court. A+ -firs-t^ kids started 

ke lor^ for it to 
-turn irto a ^iart -free-for-all. 


^layir^ catch; hut it didr t ta 




LAS 
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X took cover by the fierce with some other kids 
who didr t warra <^et hit ir the face with a terris 
hall. But all that did was make ^TARGETS. 


So we started -fi^htir^ACK. Somebody -figured 
out how to turr or the hall machire, ard we used 
it to deferd ourselves. 
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X rn heVer oh the wihhih^ side of this kihd of thih^., 
Ahd X ^ottA say, it was Actually a lot <£fUN. 



But theh eVerythihcj cane to a screechihg hAlt. 

0he of the kids who was ih the coh^A lihe the c^Ay 
btfort reco^hized rne Ahd told eVeryohe it w«£lY 
f<xni\y s -fAult -they KacI to drAih -the ^ool. 
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X ex^Uihed +o eVeryohe -+Ka+ •+ was aII a Li0 
Accideht Ahd +Ka+ ny li++le trover Jus+ wahted a 
jellyfish as a ^>e+. Bu+ X optss "these <^tys were 
mAcl aLou+ +he ^ool stixv+ioh, ahd "they were 
hA^y +o KrtVe someohe "to blame. 



X Ka4 +o ^etOUT of "there, but +he ^a+e was 
locked. So +he ohly 

CLIMB. 


way +o op over rt was to 


Xh ^>hys ed at school, X cahteVeh <^et u^> the 
rock waII they have ih the c^ym. But how that my 
life was oh the lihe, X scaled that fehce like X 
was SPIDER-MAN. 
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Af+er X cleared +Le -Tehee, X rah +o +L»e 
couhselors bmldih^ +o ^e+ hel^>. But Rodrigo was 

+o+ally USELESS. 



X didh+-feel sa-fe outdoors ahymore, so X rah 
Lack +o our Luildih^. 
































Everybody ih my family was ih the suite wheh X 
^otthe 


^ere. 



Vie were kihd of ihatad s^>ot. X didh t wahha 
leave the room, ahd Rodrick couldhtbe out ih the 


suhah 


yway. 


Mom said maybe we should call off the +r*i^> ahd 
head tack home a day early. But Pad said we ^aid 
a lo+ of mohey for this "+ri-p ahd he refused to leave 
the resort uhtil we had at leasONE deceht meal. 


Mohe of us wahted to eat at ah outdoor 
restauraht tecause of the stupid tirds. Ahd we 
couldhteat at the <^olf clubhouse, tecause we 
didh t have the clothes for it. 





























Just theh, there was a loud crash oh the other 
side of -the room. 


"The bij suitcase that belohged to somebody else 
was s-plrt o^>eh oh -the floor. Ahd "there were 

do+hes EVERYWHERE. 



VJhoeVer -this suitcase belohcjed to mustVe beeh a 
family Just like us, because -there were clothes ih all 
differeht sizes. 


But-they 

also the jcihd of clothes you d wear to church or a 


wereh t Just beach clothes. "There were 
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hice restauraht. 




























X looked a+ Pad, ahd X could +ell he was 
+hihkihg wha+ X was -thihkihg’ "These clo+hes were 
our +icke+ +o ^e-Hih^ ih+o +he ^ol-f clubhouse. 


Mom said she didh+-feel ri^h+ about wearihg 
someohe else s clo+hes. But Pad said +ha+ af+er we 
were dohe usih0 them, we d ^ack eVery+hihg back 
u^> ahd make sure +he sui+case ^o+ +o "the family i+ 
belohged +o. 


X +hihk +ha+ made Mom -feel better, so we 
started tryihg thirds oh. Xhe ohly ^ersoh who 
couldh+fihd do+hes +ha+ fit waRODRlCK. 

But Mom said he heeded +o stay covered u^> from 
-the suh ahyway, so she ^aVe him a robe ahd a shirt 
+o ^>u+ oh over i+. 































X ^o++a say, wKeh we s+e^ed out of our 
buildihg, we looked ^retySWARP. Rodrick s 
outfit eVeh worked ih its owh way. 



VJe walked toward tta duUvjuse, ahd X ke^>t my 
tyt out for avy tweehs wKo micjlvi - reco^hize me. But 
we made it to the restauraht without <\Y\y ruh-ihs. 


































THIS -br-e, -they le+ us ih. Afri X Kad bes+ 



After we -fiWsKeci dessert hohe of us really 
wahied +o Kertd Wk +o "the room. So we had a 
IrHte fuY\ oh +he ^/"Hih^ ^reeh -firs+. 
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Ik +TU+K iSj my famil^NEVERKas a cjood +ime 
+O0e+kr. So for a secohd +Kere X could kihd of see 
Kow +His family vaca+ioh +Kih0 is su^osed +o work. 


Bu+ wKa+ X Ve learhed is +Ka+ ho+Kihg ^ood 
ever LASTS. A securi-ty cjuard drove u^> +o "the 
^u+tih0 cjreeh ih a ^olf car+, ^o+ out, ahd said we 
heeded +o come wi+K Kim. 



VlKeh Pad asked KihWMY, +Ke security <^uard 
said +Ka+ aho+Ker family a+ +Ke res+aurah+ Kad 
re^or+ed us for wearihg -t-KeitCLOTMES. 












For a secohd, we didht*khow what to do. ”Theh X 
remembered what X learhed back at the airport— 
wheh fje-f-fleys ^et ih -trouble, He-f-fleyRUN. 


X 30+ ih the driver s seat of the secorHy ^uys 
30F cart, my -family -piled ih, ahd we -took o-f-f, 
leavih^ the security ^uard ih our dust. 



But it turhs out that a ^ol-f cart makes a lousy 
getaway car, especially i-f you re climbih^ WILL. 


Xhe securHy ^uard caught up with us less thah 
a rwhute later, ahd X doh t thihk he eVeh 
broke a sweat*. 
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He made us op tack +o our room ahd hahd +he 
sui+case over +o -the -family i+ teloh^ed +o. Vie also 
had +o re+urh -the do+hes we were wearih<^ ahd X 
^o++a soy, 1'-+ wash+our proudest momeh+. 
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Personally, X tHink tHe embarrassment sKould Ve 
teen ^unisHmentENOUGH. But -the security 
^uard said tHat tHeft isn’ttolerated at tHe 
resort and we Had to ^>ack our ba^s and leave tHe 
grounds immediately. 


Pad tried to explain wHa-REALLYHa^ened, 
tut tKis <juy wasn t in a listening rood. And once 
we Had all our stuff packed, He drove us to tHe 
airport HIMSELF. 



VJHen we ^ot to tHe airport, Pad went to our 
airline s customer service desk and told tHem we 
needed to fly Home a day early. 
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Bu+ -the cus+omer service lady said "tha+ all the 
flights for the day were sold out, ahd we were 
Just cjohha have +o wait uhtil +KNEXT eVehihg 
+o fly home. 



"That was a problem, because we didn 't have 
arywhere to STAY for the Wght. 


Pad called the airport hotel, ahd they said "there 
was ohly ohe room available. So we s^eht "the last 
hi^ht of our Vacation ih a tivy room. A^d X had 
+o share a bed with Rodrick, who was sticky from 
^o^side Juice. 



















Saturday 

VJheh we woke u^> ih the morhihg, X -figured we 
were ih -for a lohg day. Our -flight wash t uhtil 
S’OO ^>.rn v ahd there was hothihg to do at 
the ai ir^>ort. But at treak-fast, Mon ahd Pad 
surprised us. 


They said we were gohha gBACKto the resort 
■for the day. 



Mon ahd Pad had talked it over the hight Wore, 
ahd heither ohe of them liked the way thihgs had 
ehded. They decided they wahted to have a "do 
over ahd leave oh a high hote. 


Mon said the most im^ortaht thihg was that we 
get that -family picture. She said she khew the 
PERFECT s^at oh the teach; ahd as sooh as we got 
to the resort we were gohha head straight there. 
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X thought the whole thihg was a crazy idea, 
because X didot see how we were eVeh <y>Oha ^et 
past the -froht desk. But Pad said he had a plah, 
ahd hed tell us what it was wheo we cjot there. 


VJe took "the -free shuttle back +0 the resort, 
ahd we watched that video acjaih. X realized the 

was because the- 
heVer showed ahy actuaFAt v 1 ILIES. 


reasoh everything looked scFUN 


VlKeh we got o-f-f the bus, Pad told us his roaster 
plah to sheak ohto the property. Ahd X gotta 
say, it washt really that impressive. 
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Bu+ i+ ac+uaII^WORKED. Ohce we 30+ ^>as+ 

+Ke lobby, we weh+ +0 +He ^>ool <xrt<x. "There wasn 't 
a vyohe swimmih^, becAuse -they were s+ill rh 


Vie quickly -foohd 00+ where eVeryohELSEwAS— 
dowh a+ -the beAch. Bt/+ i+ was so crowded, **> ohe 
+hey were 






































Mon wah+ed +o <^e+ +he -family picture, L/+ sKe 
didh+wah+ o+her ^eo^le ih +he shot. So we weh+ 
+o "the sahd duhes, where hobody else woold l>e ih 
+he hackgroohd. 


Bo+ -fKa+s where we rah ih+o l^odricksgirl-friehd. 



X fel+ kihd ofBADfor Kodrick, ESPECIALLY 


a-f+er Mom asked "the girl +o lake our picture with 
her camera. 
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X n hot sure we re ^ohha i)e able -to use the ^>hoto 
as our Christnas card ahyway, sihce Hon usually 
likes eVeryohe to beStHILlNGih -those. 



After -the fanily picture was out of -the way, 
we weht back dowh to the beach. Rodrick was 
sulkir^, but the rest of us URN. 
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Vie worked u^> ah a^etlte, ahd we were ready 
+o eat. "The problem was, tKe security ^uard Kad 
takeh our room keys wKeh Ke kicked us out of "the 
resort. So we couldh t actuall^PAY for ahytKlhg. 


A family lh ohe of tKe cabahas Kad some leftover 
yizza ahd -fries . So we used wKat we leaned from 
tKe birds ahd Kel^ed ourselves to some food. 



After tKat, Pad said we heeded to start Keadlhg 

a few more pictures at 
tKe sahd duhes before we left, so we weht tKere. 


back. Horn wahted to ^et 
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Bu+ X "tWhk we ^>usKed our lock; because we rah 
ih+o some OTHER ^>eo^>le we khew. 



"The secohd +ha+ -family saw us, +hey rah off, ahd 
X khew +hey were cjohha report us +o security. So 
we lef+ +Ke scehe as fas+ as we could. 


X doh + khow where +Hd^EST of my family 

weh+, tu+ X beaded "toward ■+KBEAQ-I. X 
figured "there were so mahy ^eo^le -there, X could 
jus+ blehd ih. But wheh X saw a security ^uard 
ruhhih^ -toward me, IFANICKED. 
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X rah ihto -the wa+er ahd swam -to -the area where 
-the wihdstWers were. X had ho idea how -fedSE 
ohe of -those -thihgs, but X -thought i+ was ry 
ohly shot a+ esca^ihg. 


X 30+ oh -the hoards -theh polled "the sail u^> 
00+ of -the wa+er. Ahd as sooh as -the sail was 

upright, X s+ar+edMOVlNG. 



^>ollihg oh -the big hahdle -tha+ rah across -the sail. 
X -figured as lohg as X was headefkWAY -from 
-the beach, X was doih^DK. 
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"Theh a big gus+ of wihd caught the son'll Ahd X 
didh+ have ehough strehg-lh +o s+eer i+ +K e way 
X wah+ed f+ +o op. X was moVih^AST ahd 
^ickihg u^> s^eed. 



U^> ahead, there were some buoys that marked a 
ro^t^-off area of -the wa+er. X gulled back oh 
the Kahdle with all my rnight, but X couldht avoid 
the ro^es. 


X guess there mustVe beeh a fih oh +he bottom of 
the wihdsurfer, because some+hihg got caught oh 
a ro^e. Ahd wheh it d<d^ the whole -thihg +ilted 
over ahd splashed ih+o -the wa+er. 
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X "tried +o s+ahd +he sail tack u^, ta+ i+ 

WAS hard +o do 1+ ih +he cho^y wa+er. Xheh 

some+hihcj brushed ty ryLEG,, ahd XXFOZX* 



Two secohds la+er aFIN a^eared., Ahd iheh 
aho+her, ahd aho+her. X was com^le-tely 
sorroohded^ ahd X "thought X was about to 
become luhch -for a school o-f sharks. 
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Xhats wheh X realized X was ih -DOLPHIN 
ehclosure. X was so ha^y that X -forgot all 
about b»ow X got there. 



But wheh a security boat gulled u^> alohgside me, It 
brought me back to realty. 



X gave u^> oh wihdsur-fihg ahd swam -for shore. 


But the beach was a lot lesCROWDED thah X 
remembered it beihg a -few mihutes be-fore. 
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X fouhd ou+WHY wheh X 30+ "there. X d 
AccidehtAlly crossed over +0 thd/s/ILD SIDE. 
Ahd "those oyys didh + look +00 hA^y +0 see a kid 
with a cAnerA oh "their ^riVA+e heAch. 



a+ me from ever 
direc-Hoh ; Ahd X hightailed i+ 00+ of "there. X+ 
WASh + Jus+ "the security cowards who were After 
me, "though. X+ was t’h^ONBATWERS, +00. 


Now 


secun 




1UA 1 


rds 


were 


comihg 
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X s^rih+ed across -the sahd ih+o -the ^ool a rea, 
wKrcK looked a lo+ like "the ohe oOURside, ohly 

"the ^>ool had WATER ih i+. 



X had a ^>ack of ^>eo^le right behihd ne. So X 
Junked over a stohe wall ahd "took cover ih a 
cluster of bushes. 



VJheh X pushed "through "to "the other side, X 
-thought X was ih "the clear. But +heh X cane 
snack u^> agaihst "theWALL. 
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Xhere was aWOLEih -+Ws ^>ar+ of +he wall, 
ahd you \ heVer believe who was oh "the o+her side 
of i+. 



X 30+ ry family s <Ji++eh+ioh ahd +old "then X 
heeded hel^>. 
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Xhh X ^>u+ my -fibers ih -the hole -to -try +o ^>ull 
-the board loose. Pad pushed -from -the o+her side, 
ahd "the wall actually o^ehed a crack. Bu+1+ wash-t 
big ehough -for me -to squeeze -through 






X could hear -the securHy guards oh -their walkie- 
-talkies right oh +he o+her side of -the tushes, 
ahd X khew rt was jus+ a ma-t+er (SECONDS 
before -they fouhd me. 

So X "tried climbihgUP -the wall, but X couldh-t 
ge+ a foo+hold. "Theh X saw RodrickklEAD^o^ 
over -the +o^>. He reached ou+ his hahd, ahd X 
juried "to grab rt. \\t s+ar+ed "to haul me u^>, ahd 
X "thought X might actually make i"t. 


Bu+ "theh a seVeh-leggedSPlDER crawled out of 
Rodrick s ba+hrobe ahd dowh my arm, ahd X los+ 
my grip. 
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VJHeh X tot the ^rouhd; X ttoo^Wt X was dohe 
■for. But +Keh the sectioh of "the wall X was 
-tryihg +o <^e+ over came crasto^OWN. X 
was lucky X didht ^et crushed by tto s+am^ede 
^ourih0 ih from tto Mild Side. 












Vie took advahtage of all the cohfusioh ahd made 
our way to the exit. sphere was a security statioh 
at the side of "the resort, ahd the ohly reasoh we 
were able to sli^ ^>ast the guards was because of all 
the crazihess goihg oh over at the Vlild Side ^>ool. 



Ohce we were off the ^ro^erty, we flawed dowh a 
cab ahd <*sked the driver to take us to the airport. 


Vie hit some turbulehce oh the flight back, but 
after everything ELSE we d beeh through, a 
little rough air didht eVeh faze me. 
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Suhday 

Xts teeh a -few days sihce we made it back home, 
ahd Hon s already workihg oh th e photo album. A^d 
•from the pictures, you d thihk we had a c^reat time. 


But ahy chahce of us ever ^oih^ACKto the 
resort is completely ^ohe. X weht oh the website 
to show Kowley where X speht my Christmas 
Vacatioh, ahd there was a bi^ picture of my -family 
oh the home pa<^e. 


X couldh’t read the words that weht with it, hut 
X*m pretty sure X ^ot the ^eheral idea. 



Pongase en oomacto con fsla de Corales si conace la 
identidad de las nersodas en la tote de arrilia. 


IftTENCIONl 
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Greg Her Hey and his f amity are getting out of town* 

With the. cold weather and the stress of the approaching holiday 
season, the Hoffleys decide to escape to a tropical island resort 
For some much-needed rest and relaxation. A Few days in 
paradise should do wonders for Greg and his Frazzled family. 

But the Hefflcys soon discover that paradise isn't everything 
it's cracked up to he. Sun poisoning, stomach troubles, and 
venomous critters all threaten to ruin the family’s vacation. Can 
their trip be saved, or will this Island getaway end in disaster? 

READ THEM ALL! 
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